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Serious READER 


XE of the great goipel-enquiries that 2 
* Chriltizr ought to ue mort critica 200 
. curious in reluiving to Himle'f, upon the 
molt imperial examtnation of bis own beat, 
concerning his ſpiritual ſtate, ana ſta dig in glace, 
is, NM Vether he be in the faith or no? Which 
doubt can be relolved but two us: Either by 
at itſelf, clohing with its true Objects 28 0. 
ed in the Goipe), in its 4ireft aft. (and fo it 
dehceth iclelf, being the evidence of things net 
cen, us all the natural fenſes evidence themlelves 
by their own acts upon their proper ohjects: For 
he that fres the fun, hath argument eno1:igh to 
himſelf, that he is not blind, but hath a ſeeing 
ve; and faith therefore is frequently reprelented 
o us by ſeeing, as V vi, 40. and ellewnere; 
which evidence © accorchug to thedeprees of faith, 
weaker or ſtronger, abi hence carries leffer or 
greater aflurances with it ; but {ſuch 2s are of the 
ugbeit and beli nature, giving the greateſt glory 
to the grace and rrwh of God, ani the firmeſt 
itay to che foul in the greateſt forms of temptati- 
on, being as an chor faſined within the vall, 
ſure and fedfaſt) Or elſe additionally, hat our 
joy may be full; and for further confirma- 
tion, eſpecially in fuch Caſes wherein our faith 
ſeems to fail us, and we are like Thomas, God hath 
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iv To the ſerious READER 


out of his abundant grace in the goſpel provided 
arguments for us to yaile from {pirizual ſenſe, to 
judge of our fete au ſtandiag by. But this fe- 
quires the teachings of the Spirit, and thence 3 
ſpirit of diſcerning, experience of and inſight in- 
to our own nearts and ways, 2% h ſenſes exerciſes 
by reaſon of miſe, that thele grounds and argu- 
ments may be matter of comfort and eſtabliſhment 
unto us. | 
I call theſe latter evidences, ſlordi nate ones, 
and 44zitiona/ to that of faith, of great uſe by 
way of eſtabliſhment and confirmation unto 
believers, provided they be not abuſed to ſole reſt- 
ing and reliance upon them, to the great preju- 
dice of our life of faith; for ve /rve by faith (lo 
muſt all repenting ſinners when they have at- 
tained to the higheſt pitch of holineſs in this life) 
and not by ſenſe, no, not ſpiritual ſenle ; 'tis 2 
good haudmaid to faith, but no good miſtreſ! 
£0 If, * 
Moreover, trials of this nature are often of a 
marvellous awakning and convincing nature unte 
or ſecure ſinners, formal and hypocritical pro- 
fteflors ; for many of them hold true with great 


demonſtration in the negative, x ohn iii. 14. 


He that loueth mot his brother, abideth in death. 
And v. 10. In this the children of God and tht 
the children of the aevil are manifeſt ; whoſoever 
got h not 1ighteouſnefi ig ht God, neither be 
that loverh not his brother, Now, thele zeſt; 
come upon an unregenerate man, as clear and 
ſtrong convictions of his undone eftate, when, 
by golpel-iight ſhining into his dark heart, it evi- 
dently appears that there is a ro abſence of ſuch 
eminent graces that are inſeparable from 2 child 
of God; bat when a poor broken-hearted, ſeli- 
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eich much enlargement, and 12 7 fl ot conſola 
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75 10 ferivus RBADER. 54 
tig finner comes to try Fuinfelf by the ele 
ally uridet great temp TW os chak- 
that he finds in hioiſe] ocriſy, 
atid n, — altozether iy # --k 
Aapeck of toll J of ae l, and „ 
fun at laſt, when e hath btoken all 105 f ints, and 
worn out 4 ths el, in 2 * bim about 

to turn unto 
1 us 4 priſouor of hope, believing 
in -.9/ hope ; and from him to ferch 7 
dirt ith, as 67 tes big dtecl 
neſs, 4 10 Abr of life : And th hep 
ke will be able to light all hs al capers; yea, 
inferior arguments of his good 94 will flow in 


ir dm owing borth 
for 2 ophog 
neſs, into the 14% , tHhe bellows Agne, 
recetving by faith o |. fulneſs of Chriſt thro? the 
Spirlt, abundatitly ſupplying him with rivers of 
11 ſubſtantial Hor 87407 ep conſoldtios 
fitted web the 35 of J beate ro tha 
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— efvbs; for ſich ate undet the law, and the 
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vi To tbe ſerious READER. 
that is ſo is a new creature, is paſſea from death 
10 life, will {till be mortifying fin, the ſtrong 
man in ſin's dominion being caſt out: And there. 
fore faith is ſaid to be our victory, thro? the lup- 
ply of all grace received from Jeſus Chriſt. In- 
deed, it calls for no ſmall ſpiritual skill and under- 
ſtanding to paſs a right judgment in theſe matters; 
Undoubted Y many are deceived in taking wron 
meaſures to ſearch out theſe deep things of God 
taking them to belong to the mere faculties 
and ezdowments of a natural man, not conſiderin 
that they are of the Spirits revelation only: A 
hence it is, that many poor creatures in a Vondage. 
ſtate under the law, and therefore under fi, 
dominion, do work like ſlaves in the dunghil of 
their own hearts, to find out ſome natural religef 
on or moral goodneſs in themſelves, to recommend 
them unto God; but ſuch recommendation mult 
be under the law, it cannot be under grace ; and 
therefore ſuch are under the dominion of fin infal- 
liably, as the [/raelires were, which followed 
after the law of righteouſneſs, but attainen not 
unto the law of righteouſneſs. Wherefore ? be-. 
Nas, but as it werefſ®* 
by the works of the law ; for they ſtumbled at. 
that flumbling ſtone, Rom. ix. 32. And it iff” 
eatly to be bewailed, that many profeſſors, that 
t under the means of grace, are ſo tender of theirf” * 
ſecure and palliated conſciences, that they cannotfeo 
endure that the rays of true Sent ſhould 8 
ſhine directly into their hearts, being contentedF / 
with a name only, that they do live; they are 


Toth to come to any narrow ſearch or trial, leff* 
they ſhould be found out and appear to themſelvegÞs 


in their ugly ſhapes, whilſt they are willing that 
all the world ſhould have a good 'opimion 0 10 
them 


1 n 27 
1 TJotbe ſerious READER. vii. 
ong them, under which they. cannot admit ;of any in- 
eg ard difturbances, bur deine to feep in a whole 


11. Others there are, ſincere, broken hearted belie- 
der- Avers, [cared at the rock preſumption, on which 
ers: They ſee ſo many profeſſors wrecked daily, who are 
ons pt to fall upon the other extreme, and, too 
rongfully to free grace, condemn themſelves, as 
ing umder the domi nion of ſin ; and therefore 
nlure themſelves to be under the Jaw and wrath, 
otwithitanding all their ſeeming faith and holi- 
/age- (2's ; calling that preſumprion, and this Hypocri- 
fu + Hence, returning td. a kind of ſpirit of bon- 
il of ge again 10 ſear, their faith is ſhaken by pre- 
eligh ailing unbelief, their peace is broken, and all 
nendloſpel-ordinances rendred ineffectual, as to their 
muli Rue ends of profit, edification and comfort. Hence, 
andiho' they are truly under grace, they do not 
nfaL ow, or ratber thro' temptation will not ac- 
obe ledge it, but go mourning all the day long, 
4 n eanſe of the oppreſſor and the enemy. But I 
7 be. $(eech ſuch a poor ſoul to conſider a little, and 
auertlot ro receive the grace of God in vain: Doſt 
Au grone under the 1 and oppreſſion of 
it Imaining fin, and is this the dominion of it? Is 
thatbere no difference between ſiz"'s dominion, and 
' theirf”'5 797 47229 and uſurpation Dominion is upon 
annotþ<2unt of right of conqueſt, or ſubjection. Sin 
houldF'8"s in carnal and unregenerate men, auh yield 
ented their members as inſtruments of unrighteouſ- 
ard unte ſin; but you reckon yourſelves dead unto 
J. lef$ baving no joy in its prevalency but grief, be- 
iſelve g Planted, in this reſpect, in the likeneſt of 
g that briſt's death, who died unto fin once, but dieth no 
2 Kei ſe reckon ye eee aead indeea n- 
2 10 
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vii To the ſeriaus READER: 
7 ſin, but 225 Ga. through Feſus Chriſ 
our Lord, i, e. to be under grace, to put yourſelf 
freely and N under the cbnduct and dominion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and to keep up a continual fi he 
and bppofition againſt the prevailing power of in. 
Indeed, fin will oſten, as an out-lying watchful 
enemy, make its a//auits and incarfions on the 
beſt of Gods children, as it did on David, He 
Sekiah, Peter; and, tho? it may make breaches 
upon them, fir! ſhall not have 4 dominion, and 
ſet up a throne of iniquity in their hearts : Grace 
will beat out ſs rhrone. For indeed the word 
of this text, that is the ſubje& of the enſuing trea- 
tiſe, carry the force of a promiſe to the faints, to 
animate and encourage them to fight againſt fin 
under the banner of our Lord Jeſus, the Captain 
of our ſalvation made e through ſufferings: 

For ſin ſball not have dominion, &c. 
In treating of which text, this Tate learned ani 
reverend author hath acted the part of a gov, 
workman, that rightly divided the word of Go, 
(as in all bis other writings of the like nature) gi 
ving every one their portion as it belongs to them 
with ſo much perſpicuity and demonſtration, th: 

if (Chriſtian reader) thou wilt afford a little ti 
and paivs to read, meditate, dilate and digeſt we 
the truths here laid before thee, thro? the blefſin 
of the God of all grace, thou wilt find much f 
tistaction, and real ſpiritual advantage unto th 


foul, either to awaken and recover thee from ui 


der the aominion of ſin (the dangerous and palpat 
Jymproms thereof e plainly made manifel 

He to diſcover thy happy eſtate in being take 
irom under the lam, and brought under the 4 


minion of grace, whereby thou mayeſt aſſu 
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great encouragement to 2 to ptoceed 


doubt not but thou wilt fay, that it will anſwey 
© the !ſeveral lines that have been drawn in thy 


T2 glaſs ; 
A peruſal thereof, ic order to thy ſpiritual Tha 
q 14 welfare, i is the bearty defire and prayer o of 


T5 the ſerious READER; a 
more 
i [cell y in 178155 the race {4 bee Lore bs 
1s eng e author nat 
ai f 5 by, thu 12 minds of a 
and learned — that are 8 


writings, polemick or practical : Yea, * — 
will always be — . enerations among 
the Churches of Chriſt, and all true lovers of the 


great t of the g ſel nd that he is the 
thor,of this mall tr cient tq recom 
it to the moſt — — al; taking this 
rance, that it was « 4 amen other writings s 
_ value) thus pe r the preſs by his 
wn hand, and is — 15 rh wor thy 5 0 

liſhed for the benefit of others beſides herſelf, 


heart, by ſin or grace, as face anfeverarb face i 


and that this may be the effect of thy 
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PE minion over you ; for ye are not under 
b. | 7he law, but under grace. 
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CHAP. I. 


Ae, Sin is confiſtent with the State of Grace, 
5. | and what not. Sin's great Deſign in all, to 

obtain Dominion: It hath it in Unbehevers, 
£3 and contends for it in Believers. The Ways by 
| which it acts. 


HE Pſalmiſt, treating with God in 

5 prayer about fin, acknowledgeth, that 
: there are in all men unſearchable errors 
; of life, beyond all human underſtan- 
ity ding or comprehenſion ; with ſuch daily fins of in- 


'* *Ffirmity, as ſtand in need of continual cleanſing 
. 3 4 land pardon, Pſal. xix. 12. Who can underſtand 


1. Ibis errors & cleanſe * me from ſecret _ 
; N ur 
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2 A Treatiſe of the Dominion 


But yet he p pr that theſe things are conſi- 
ſtant with a ſtate of grace, and acceptation with 
God. He had no thought of any abſolute perfe- 
ction in this life ; of any ſuch condition as ſhould 
not ſtand in need of continual cleanſing and par- 
don. Wherefore there are or may be ſuch fins in 
believers, yea, many of them, which yet, under a 
due application unto God for purifying and par: 
doning grace, ſhall neither deprive us of peace 
here, nor endanger our ſal vation hereafter. 

But he ſpeaks immediately of another ſortof fins, 
which partly from their nature or what they they 
are in themſelves, and partly from their operation 
and power, will certainly prove 4eſtruftive umto 
the A of men wherever they are. V. 13. Keep 
back they ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins, let 
them not have dominion over me : then ſball I be 
upright, and I (ball be innocent from the great 
tranſgreſſion. 

This is the hinge whereon the whole cauſe and 
ſtate of my ſoul doth turn. Althoꝰ I am ſubject 
to many ſins of various ſorts, yet under them all 
I can and do maintain my integrity and covenant- 
—— in walking with God; and, where I 


fail, am kept within the reach of cleanſing and 


ul by Jeſus Chriſt, Bur there is a ſtate of life in 
this world, wherein ſin hath dominion over the 
ſoul, acting itſelt prejurmpruouſly, wherewith inte- 
grity and freedom from condemning guilt are in- 
conſiſtent. 

This ſtate therefore, which is eternally ruinous 
unto the ſouls of men, he deprecates with all ear- 
3 praying to be kept and preſerved from 


t. | | 
What he there ſo earneſtly prays for, - 


l by Je mercy continually adminiſtred unto my 
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c Sin and Grace. 3 
Apofile in the words of the text promiſeth unto i 
believers, by vertue of the grace of Chriſt Jeſus 
adminiſtred in the goſpel. Both the prayer of 
the rer for himſelf, and the promiſe of the 
apoſtle in the name of God unto us, do manifeſt 
of how great importance this matter is, as we ſhall 
declare it to be immediately. 

There are {ome — ſuppoſed or included in 
theſe words of the apoſtle. Theſe we muſt firſt 
a little enquire into, without which we cannot well 
underſtand the truth itſelf propoſed in them. As, 

It is ſuppoſed, that fir 4orh ſtill abide in and 
well with believers: For ſo is the meaning of 
the words, That fin which is in vo ſhall not have 
dominion over yon; that is, None of them who 
are not ſenſible of it, who grone not to be deli- 
vered from it, as the apoſtle doth, Rom. vii. 
thoſe who are- otherwiſe minded, know neither 
themſelves, nor what is fin, nor wherein the grace 
of the goſpel doth conſiſt. There is the fle re- 
maining in every one, which luſteth againſt the 
Spirit, Gal. v. 17. and it adheres unto all the fa- 
culties of our ſouls; whence it is called the ol 
man, Rom. vi. 6. Eph. iv. 22. in oppoſition 
unto the renovation of our minds, and all the ſa- 
culties of them, called the new man, or new crea» 
ture in us. And there is aegvae = gps ds ir. 
duuies, Rom. xiii. 14. a continual working and 
proviſion to ſultil its own luſts : So that it abides 
in us in the way of a dying, decaying Habit, weak- 
ned and impaired ; but acting itſelf in iuclinations, 
motions and defires, (uitable unto its nature. oe 

As ſcripture and experience concur herein, fo 

a ſuppoſition of it is the only ground of the whole 
doctrme of evangelical mortificarion. That this 
is a duty, a duty incumbent gn believers all the 
2 days 
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4 A Treatiſe of the Dominion 
days of their lives, ſuch a duty as without which 
_ can never perform any other in a due manner, 
will not be denied by any, but either ſuch as are 
wholly under the power of atheiſtical blindneſs, 
or ſuch as, by the fever of ſpiritual pride, have 
loſt the underltanding of their own miſerable con- 
dition, and ſo ly dreaming about abſolute perfection. 
With neither ſort are we at preſent concerned, 
Now, the firſt proper object 7 this morrification 
is this fin that dwells in ws: It is the fleſp which 
is to be mortiſied, the 0/4 man which is to be cru- 
cified, the Jufts of the ficſh, with all their corrupt 
. Inclinations, actings and motions, that are to be fl 
''#- deſtroyed, Rom. vi. 6. Gal. v. 24. Col. iii. 1, Pt 
| | Unleſs this be well fixed in the mind, we cannot 1 
[| underſtand the — of the grace and privi- 
|| lege here expreſſed, 
1 2. It is ſuppoſed that this ſin, which in the 
remainders of it ſo abides in believers in various 
degrees, may put forth its power in them, zo ob- 
tain victory and dominion over them, It is firſt ei 
ſuppoſed, that it hath this dominion in ſome, that 
ie doth bear rule over all unbelievers, all that are 
under the law; and then, that it will ſtrive to do 
the ſame in them them that believe, and are un- 
der grace. For, affirming that it ball nos haven 
domi nion over us, he grants that it * or doth n 
contend for it; only it ſhall not have ſucceſs, ite! 
ſhall not prevail. Hence it is ſaid to fight ande 
war in us, Rom. vii. - and to fight againſt our he 
ſouls, 1 Pet. ii. 12. ow, it thus fights andÞ/ 
wars and contends in us for dominion; for that isÞim 
the end of all war: Whatever fights, it doth it forf I 
er and rule. ju 
This therefore is the general deſign of fin in allſync 
its acting. Thele actings are various, accordinghd 
; te 
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o the variety of luſts in the minds of men; but 
ts general deſign, in them all, is dominion. 
here any one is tempted and ſeduced of his 
wn luſts, as the apoſtle James ſpeaks, be it in 
matter never ſo ſmall or ſo unuſual, or the tem 
tions thereunto may never occur again; t 
. Bcfign of fan lies not in the particular temptation, 
Fut to make it a means to obtain 40minion over 
he ſoul. And the conſideration hereof ſhould 
eep believers always on their guard againſt all the 
otions of fin, tho? the matter of them ſeem but 
all, and the occaſions of them ſuch as are not 
ke to return: For the aim and tendency of every 
ne of them is dominion and death, which they 
anot Pill compals, if not ſtopt in their progreſs, as the 
rivi- Ppoſtle there declares, — i. 14, 15. Believe not 
s flatteries : Is it not a little one? This is the 
the , or ſhall be the /aſt time: It requires only a 
rious fllittle place in the mind and affections, it ſhall go 
ro ob- % farther. Give not place to its urgency and 4 
firſt citations; admit of none of its excuſes or pro- 
 thatniſes; it is power over your ſouls, unto their 
it are uin, that it aims at in all. 
to do 3. There are two ways in general whereby fin 
e un- Icts its power, and aims at the obtaining this 40- 
haveſp#nion, and they are the two only ways whereby 
doth ny may deſign or attain an unjuſt dominion ; and 
ſs, it ey are deceit and force; — of which I have 
andſhlly deſcribed in another diſcourſe. With ref 
our hereunto it is promiſed, that the Lord Chriſt 
andÞ#)1 deliver the fouls of the poor, that cry unto 
hat iim, from 4eceit and violence, Plal. Ixxli. 14. 
it for} Theſe are the two only ways of obtaining an 
juſt dominion ; and, where they are in con- 
in allnction, they muſt have a mighty prevalency, 
xdinghnd ſuch as will render the conteſt hazardous. 
te | There 


+ 7 


ſonably to their ſuccour, 'Heb, ii. 18. And here 


in us, tho it will contend for rule by deceit at 
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There are few believers but have ſound it ſo, 
leaſt in their own apprehenſions: They have bet 
ready to ſay at one time or another, We ſhall o 


day fall by the hand of this enemy; and have bed 


forced to cry out unto Jeſus Chriſt for help 2 
ſuccour, with no leſs vehemency than the di 
Ciples did at ſea, when the ſhip was covered wit 

waves, Lord ſave us, we periſb, Matth. viii. \ 


25. and ſo they 2wonu/4 do, did he not come in 


the foul hath frequently no leſs experience of i 
power of Chriſt in his grace, than the diſcip 
on their ourcry had of his ſovereign authority] 
when he rebuked the winds and the ſeas, 4 


there was a great calm. ] 


This dominion of fin is that which we ha 
Here ſecurity given us againſt : Tho” it will abi 


force, yet it ſhall not prevail, it ſhall not ha 
the dominion, [ 
And this is a caſe of the higheſt importance uſſu 
to us. Our ſouls are and — be under the r 
of ſome principle or law. And from this rulſÞt! 
our ſtate is determined and denominated. We: 
either e of ſin unto death, or of obedienſÞ" 
unte righteouſacſs, Rom. vi. 16. This is t le 


ſubſtance of the diſcourſe of the apoſtle in th! 


whole chapter ; namely, that the ſtate of tt! 
foul, as unto life and death eternal, follows tp: 
conduct and rule that we are under. If fin hai! 
the dominiom, we are loſt for ever; if it be q; 
thron'd, we are ſafe, It may tempt, ſeduce ar 
entice ; it may fight, war, perplex and diſquieſpr 


it may ſurprize into actual fin: Yet, if it Haan 


nor the dominion in us, we are in a ſtate of graſbe 
and acceptation with God K ns 2 


' of Sin and Grace. 


fo 

re be A., IL 

all Me Fnquiries for underſtanding the Text profio- 
ye bed (ed; the firſt ſpoken to, viz, What is the Do- 
Ip u minion of Sin, which we are freed from, and 
he dil diſcharged of, by Grace. 


E hall enquire into three things from the 
{rom the words of this text. 


in 
here ; 
of ti 1. What is that dominion of ſin, which we are 
iſciplY freed frum, and diſcharged of, by grace. 

hort II. How we may know whether ſin hath the 


7s, 4 dominion in us or no. 4 


III. What is the reaſon and evidence of the aſ- 
e hal furance here given us, that {in ſhall not have 
| abj dominion over us; namely, becauſe we are 
eit a not under the law, but under grace. 


t ha 

J. As unto the firſt of theſe, I ſhall only re- 
1ce uÞunt ſome ſuch properties of it, as will diſcover its 
he rfiture in general; the particulars, wherein it 
is rullbth conſiſt, will be conſidered afterwards, 


We: ry, The dominion of fin is perverſe and evil, 


edienſþd that on both the accounts which render any 
is e or dominion ſo to be. For, 

in thi] 1/f, It is uſurped. Sin hath no right to rule 
of if the ſouls of men, Men have no power to give 

ws tin a right to rule over them. They may volun- 

in hafſily enſlave themſelves unto it; but this gives 


be d no right or title, All men have originally 4. 


uce aher Lord, unto whom they owe all obedience ; 
iſquiepr can any thing diſcharge them from their alle- 
it hgjance thereunto: And this is the /aw of: God. 
f grafhe apoſtle faith indeed, that unto 2whom men 
ela themſelves ſervants to obey, bit ſarvants they 

4 are 


4 } 
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are to whom they obey, whether of ſin unto dea, 
or of .obedience unto righteouſneſs, v. 19. And (| 7 
it is, men are thereby the proper ſervants of fin 6 
they become ſo by their own voluntary ſubjecti 
unto it: But this gives ſin no title againſt the la 6 
of God, whoſe right alone it is to bear ſway i 
the ſouls of men. For all that give up themſely, 
to the ſervice of ſin, do live in actual rebellic , 
againſt their natural Liege-Lord. Hence ſundry," 
things do follow : 

1. The great aggravation of the evil of a ſtate( 
fin. Men who live therein, do voluntarily wr 
themſelves, what lieth in them, from under d 
rule of the law of God, and give up themſely 
to be ſlaves unto this tyrant. Could it lay an 
claim to this Jominion, had it any title to pleat 
it were ſome alleviation of guilt in them that gin 
up themſelves unto it: But men yield up rhe 
ſelves to the ſlavery of ſin, as the apoſtle ſpeak 
they reject the rule of God's law, and chuſe t 1 
foreign yoke, which cannot but be an aggravatic T 
of their fin and miſery, Yet fo it is, that tt 
— part of men do viſibly and openly prok 0 
themſelves the ſervants and ſlaves of fin ; the 175 
wear its livery, and do all its drudgery ; y 
they boaſt themſelves in their bondage, and ne -e 
think themſelves ſo brave and gallant, as when 90 
profane ſwearing, drunkenneſs, uncleannels, «"* 
vetouſneſs, and ſcoffing at religion, they oper 1 
diſavow the Lord whom they ſerve, the Maſiff””> 
to whom they do belong. But their 4amnatif ** 
lee peth not, whatever they may aream in ti 705 
mean time. a a 

2. Hence it follows, that ordinarily all me I's 
have a right in themſelves to caſt off the rule dain 


ſin, and to vindicate themſelves into liberty. Th 1 


may, when they will, plead the right and title | 
T the law of God unto the rule of their ſouls, to 
the utter excluſion of all pleas and pretences of ſin, 
for its power. They have right to fay unto it, 
Y Ger * hence, hat have I to do any more with 
idols "84 3h | 
All men, I ſay, have this right in themſelves, 
becauſe of the 8 allegiance they owe to the 
hu of God ; but they Have not power of them 
ſelves to execute this vig ht, and actually to caſt off 
Mit yoke of fin ; but this is the work of grace. 
ass dominion is broke coy oy grace, 
eh But you will lay then, Unto what end ſerves 
his right, if they have not power in themſelves 
put it in execution ? And how can it be char 
an aggravation of their fin, that they do not 
ſe the right which they paves ſeeing they have 


wr 


| 7 77 ſo to do? Will you blame a man that 
* ath a right to an 0 K he do not recover it, 
hen he hath no means ſo to do? $ 


I an{wer briefly thtee things ; — 
10.) No man * neglechs the uſe 42 this 
Fiz: to calt off the yoke and dominion of fin, be- 
aſe he cannot of himſelf make uſe of it; but 
Ferely becauſe he will not. He doth voluntarily 
e to continue under the power of fin, 
Poks on every thing as his enemy that would de- 
der him. The carnal mind is enmity againſt © 
04, it is not ſubject unto his law, nor can it be, © 
Pom. vili. J. When the law comes at any time ta 
Haim its right and rule over the ſoul, a man un- 
the power of fin looks on it as his enemy that 
Þmes to diſturb his. peace, and ſortifies his mind 
ule $aioſt it: And when the golpe! comes and ten- 
ThÞ"s.the way and means for the ſoul's delivery, 
nÞ*ring its aid and ions unto that end; — 
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| 

\ 

. 
* 


| 
[ 
| 


give him deliverance ; which will be a ſore aggr 


unto the. ſouls of men; yet this is certain, tha 


(33. ) There is a time when men loſe even tt 
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allo is looked on as an enemy, and is rejected JP! 


and all its offers unto that end. See Prov. i. 201! 
At, 22, 23, 24, 25. and 7ohn iii. 19. This then! 
is the condition of every one that abides unde 1 
the dominion of fin: He ches ſo to do; he cot 
tinues in that ſtate by an act of his own will; he 
avows an enmity unto qy thing which woul, 


vation of his condemnation at the laſt day. 
( (z.) God may juſtly require that of any, which” 
it is in the power of the grace of the £0/Pel ” * 
enable them to perform and comply withal: Fa 
this is tendred unto them in the preaching of 
every day. And altho' we know not the waz 


and means of the effectual communication of gra in 


ent 


ace is ſo tendred in the preaching of the goſpel, 
at none go without it, none are deſtitute of it of 
aids and aſſiſtances, but thoſe alone who, by 0 
ree ary their own wills, do refuſe and reject ine 
This is that which the whole cauſe depends on 
You wit not come unto. me, that you may hat 1 
life. And this all unbelievers have or may hav; 
experience of in themſelves. They may knoy 
on a due examination of themſelves, that th 
do voluntarily refule the aſſiſtance of grace, whic 
is offered for their deliverance : Therefore is the 
deſtruction of themſelves. But, 


dep 
judi 
will 
relic 
ſutu 
crie: 
Wh 


right alſo, He who gave up himſelf to have 


ear bored, loſt all his claim unto future liberty _ 
he was not to go out at the year of Jubile. 9 1 


there is a time when God judicially gives up md, . 
to the rule of ſin, to abide under it forever; fo 2 es 
that they loſe all right unto liberty. So he de: 


with many of the idolattous Gentiles of ola, Rom 


— = p" 


of Sin and Grace, 71 
24, 26, 28. and ſo continues to deal with the Ike 

Red profligate ſinners : So he acts towards the gens- 

.  Myzlity of the Antichriſtian world, 2 Thell. ii. 

+ 11, 12. and with many deſpiſers of the goſpel, * 

nd II vi. o, 10. When it is come to this, men are 

ea at law; and have loſt all right and title unto 
liberty from the dominion of fin. They may re- 

F pine ſometimes at the ſervice of fin, or the conſe- 
uence of it,. in ſhame and. pain, in the ſhameful 
iſtempers that will purſue many in their unclean- 

neſs ; yet, God having given them up judicialiy 

unto G , they have not ſo much as a right to put 
bade one prayer or petition for. deliverance, nor 

of {vill ehey do ſo, but are bound in the fetters of curſed 

preſumption or deſpair. See their work and wages, 
Rom. ii. 5, 6. This is the moſt woful ſtate and 
condition of ſinners in this world; an unavoidable 

Yentrance into the chambers of death. Vou that 

'Yhave lived long under the power of ſin, beware 

leſt that come upon you which is ſpoken of in 

theſe ſcriptures. You have as yet a right unto de- 

« on}! 'verance from that bondage and ſervitude wheres: "| 

in you are, if you put in your claim in the court 

Jof heaven: You know not how ſoon you may be 

deprived of this alſo, by God's giving you up 
judicially unto fit and Satan; then all complaints 
hie will be too late, and · all ſprings of endeavours for 

mi relief be utterly dry'd 11 all your reſerves for a a 
Future repentance ſhall be cut off, and all your 
\ aj cries ſhall be deſpiſed, Prov. i. 25, 26, 29, 28, 29. 
1 Whilſt it is yet called to day, barden not your 
Hearts, leſt God ſwear in his wrath that you ba 
Jever enter into his reſt. 4 
That you may be warned, take notice, that 
o the ſigus or ſymptoms of the approach of ſuch. | 
a ſeaſon, of ſuch an irrecoverable condition, are, 
1 0 C 2 J (6) A 
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1.) A long continuande in the practice of aty 
wn fin, . There are bounds of divine patience; 
the long - ſuffering of God for a time ais for re- 
ance, 1 Pet. iii. 20. 2 Pet: iii. 9, but there mi 
sa time when it doth only endure vgl of wrath I m 
fitted for deſtruction, Rom. ix. 22. which is com- Noic 
. monly after a long continuance in known fin. Ny: 
(a.) When —— have been digeſted, and Nat! 
warnings deſpiſed. God doth not uſually deal 
thus with men, until they have rejected the Yall 
means of their deliverance, . There is a gene- . 
ration indeed, who from their youth up do live be 
| ina contempt of God; ſuch are thoſe proud ſin- 124% 
ners whom the Pſalmiſt deſcribes, Pſal. x. 2, 3, It o 
P45 5, 6, 7, Sc. There are ſeldom any tokens of Bſe 
| the going forth of the decree againſt this ſort of to 
men. The appearing evidences of it are, their N uf 
adding arunkenneſi unto thirſt, one kind of fin I po 
unto another; making a viſible progreſs in fin- Þ ru 
ning; adding boaſting, and a profane contempt of eo 
all things ſacred, unto their courſe in fin. But , o 
vrdinari ly thoſe that are in danger of this j#- ir n 
| _ atcial hardneſs, have had warnings and convicti- Bot 
' Ons, which made ſome impreſſion. on them; but Pers 
| are now left without any calls and rebukes, or at Ithe 
leaſt any ſenſe of them. (3.) When men contratt fit b 
{ the guilt of ſuch fins as ſeem to entrench on the i m 
| unpardonable fin againſt the holy Ghoſt ; ſuch as Jole 
oud, contemptuous, malicious reproaches of oper 
the ways of God, of holineſs, of che Spirit of Is; 
| "Chrift and his goſpel. This fort of perſons are 
frequently marked in the ſcripture, as thoſe who 
at ſealt are nigh unto a final and fatal rejection. 
(A.) A voluntary relinquiſhment of the means of 
grace, aad converſion unto God, which men have 
| enjoy'd; And this is commonly accompanied with 


| 
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an 
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ere IF 
\ hatred of the word, and thoſe by whom it is 
ipenſed. Such perſons God at gary and that 
bly, gives up in an irrecoverable way unto the 
zminion of fin : He declares that he will have 
0 more to do with them, (j.) 'The reſolved 
zoice of wicked, profane, unclean, ſcoffing foci- 
y: It is very rare that any are recovered from 
at ſnare. And _ ſigns there ate of the 
ar approach of fuch an. hardning judgment, as 
all give, up men everlaſtingly to the ſervice of 
Oh that poor finners would awake before 
be too late! 
24ly, This dominion of fin is evil and per verſe, 
3» Wt only becauſe it is unjuſt and uſurped, but be- 
of Rule it is always uſed and exerciſed unto il ends,' 
of to the hurt and ruin of them over whom it is. 
ir I uſurper may make uſe of his power and rule 
in good ends, for the good of them over whom” 
1- © rules; but all the ends of the dominion of firs 
of evil unto ſinners. Sin in its rule will pretend 
ut r, offer ſundry advantages and ſatisfactions unto 
4- Er minds; they ſhall have auages for their work; 
ti- ſure and profit ſhall come in by it. Yea, on 
ut pers pretences it will promife them eternal reſt 
at the cloſe of all; at leaſt, that they ſhall not fail 
a it by any thing they do in its ſervice; And by 
e 
as 
of 
of 
e 
0 
n 
of 
e 
h 
n 


h means it keeps them in ſecurity. But the 
ole real deſign of it, that which in all its power 
operates towards, is the eternal ruin of their 
ls; and this ſinners will underſtand when ir is 
late, Ferem. ii. 13, 19. 

Fcondly, This dominion of ſin is not a mere 
2 againſt the will and endeavours of them that 
under it. Where all the power. and intereſt 
n conſiſts in putting a force on the mind and 
by its temptations, there it hath no dominion 1 
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it may perplex them, it doth not rule over them 
Where it hath dominion, it hath the force anal, 
power of a /aw in the wills and minds of them in 
whom it is: Hereby it requires obe4ience of them, 
and they yield up themſelves ſervants to obey it. 
Rom. vi. 16. 8 A he 
Wherefore, unto this Jominion of ſin, there i 
required a conſent of rhe ili in ſome meaſure ani 
degree. The conſtant reluctancy and conquering 
prevalency of the will againſt it, defeats its tit & 
unto rule and dominion ; as the apoſtle declares M. 
large in the next chapter. The will is the ſovereigſſot 
faculty and power of the ſoul; whatever princip h. 
acts in it, and determines it, that hath : wp Ruld$,)- 
Notwithſtanding light and conviction, the deter}. 
mination of the whole, as unto duty and fin, &h. 
in the power of the 07/7, Tf the will of finninfl 7 
be taken away, fin cannot have dominion. Hef hic 
is wiſdom, He that can diſtinguiſh between tlipai, 
impreſſions of ſin upon him, and the rule of if o 
in him, is in the way of peace. But this offff « 
times (as we ſhall farther ſee, with the reaſon . 
it) is not eaſily to be attained unto, Convict ur 
ons, on the one hand, will make a great preten his 
and appearance of an oppoſition in the will unſhoſiti 
ſin, by their unavoidable impreſſions on it, while: 
it is not ſo; and diſturbed affections, under temþyze 
' tations, will plead, that the 90117 7r/elf is givifcure 
up unto the choice and ſervice of fin, when ity u 
not ſo. The will in this matter is like the Thehomſo 
*Pield ; whillt that was ſaſe, they conceited thegur 1 
ſelves victorious, even in death. However tiyjqer 
caſe is determinable by the light of ſcripture aye ol 
experience, and it is here propoſed unto a det, 
mination, r 
Thirdly, It is required unto this Jominionf 1. x 


Sin and Grace. 15 
in, that the ſoul be not under any other ſupreme 
124utt ; that is, of the Spirit of God, and of his 
race by the law. This is that which really hath 
he ſovereign rules in all believers : They are led by 
e Spirit, guided by the Spirit, acted and ruled 
Sy him, and are thereby under the government of 
od and Chriſt,and no other. With this the ra/e 
is ablolutely inconſiſtent. No man can at 
Pace ſerve theſe two maſters. Grace and fin may 
e in the ſame ſoul at the ſame time; but they can- 
ot bear rule in the ſame ſoul at the ſame time. 
The throne is ſingular, and will admit but of one 
Fuler. Every evidence we have of being under 
he rule of grace, is ſo, that we are not under 
ge dominion of fin. | | 
This therefore is the principal way and means 
phich we have to ſecure our peace and comfort 
gainſt the pretences of ſin, unto the diſquietment 
our conſciences: Let us endeavour to preſerve 

n experience of the rule of grace in our hearts, 
. iii. 15. Under a couduck and rule, whence 
our ſtate is Jenominated, we are and mult be, 
Whis is either of fin or grace. There is no com- 
oſition nor. copartnerſhip between them, as to 
Jule: As to reſidence there is, but not as unto 
m/e. If we can aſſure ourſelyes of the one, we 
\$cure ourſelves from the other. It is therefore 
ur wiſdom, and lies at the foundation of all our 
1e>Fomforts, that we get evidences and experience of 
thetur being under the rule of grace; and it will 
er tFyidence itſelf, if we are not wanting unto a 
re aue obſervation of its acting and operation in 
 deths, And it will do it, among others, thele 
5 faticy of def ME 
n 1. By keeping up a conſtancy of deſign in living 

d God; and aſter conformity unto Chriſt, _ 
With- 
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withſtanding the interpoſition of ſurprizals | 
temptations, and the moſt urgent ſolicitations 
fi : This is called, cleaving unto God with þ 
poſe of heart, Adds xi. 23. This will be, wherey; 
grace hath the rule. As a man that goetht 
ſea, deſigns ſome certain place and port, whith 
he guides his coutſe ; in his way he meets, it m 
be, with ſtorms and croſs winds, that drive hi 
out of his courſe, and ſometimes directly bac 
ward, towards the place where he ſet forth; h 
his deſign ſtill bolds, and, in the purſuit there 
he applies his skill. and indultry to retrieve at 
recover all its loſſes and back-drivings by crc 
winds and ſtorms. So is it with a ſoul under t 
conduct of grace: Its fixed deſign is to live uni; 
God; but in its courſe it meets with ſtorms ani... 
croſs winds of temptations, and various artifices: 
fin,” Theſe diſturb him, diſorder him, drive hi 
backwards ſometimes, as if it would take a conf 
trary courſe, and return unto the coaſt of fin fron 
whence it ſet out, But, where grace hath the ru 
and conduct, it will weather all theſe oppoſitiot 
and obſtructions; it will reſtore the ſoul, bring. 
again into order, recover it from. the confuſion]. 
- and evil frames that it was drawn into ; it will giv 
a freſh predominancy unto its prevalent deſign ( 
living unto God in all things; it will do this con 
ſtantly, as often as the ſoul meets with ſuch ruffle 
from the power of Sin. When there is a radic 
firmitude and ſtrength in a cauſe or deſign, it wi 
work itſelf out, through all changes and variati 
ons; but, when the ſtrength of any cauſe is b 
occaſion, the firſt oppoſition and diſorder wif 
ruine us. So, if mens purpoſes of living unto Godſ:. 
be only occaſional from preſent convictions, t 
firſt vigorous oppoſition or temptation will diſo 


1 — 
e —  — — — ˙— ˙ 


vera 


der it, and overthrow it. But where this is the 


grace, it will break through all ſuch oppoſitions, 
1d recover its prevalency in the mind and affe- 
tions. Hereby doth it evidence its rule, and that 
he whole intereſt of fin in the ſoul is by rebellion, 
and not by vertue of dominion. a 

2. It doth ſo, by keeping up a conſtant exerciſe 
pf grace in all religious duties; or, at leaſt, a ſin- 
ere endeavour that ſo it may be. Where fin bath 
De dominion, it can allow the ſoul to perform 
digious duties, yea, in ſome caſes, to abound in 
hem; but it will take care that divine grace be 
ot exerciſed in them. Whatever there may be 
ff delight in duties, or other motions of affection, 
hich light, and gifts, and affliction, and ſuper- 
ition will occaſion, there is noexerciſe of divine 
ath and love in them: This belongs eſſeuti- 
% and inſeparably unto the rule of grace. 
Wherever that bears ſway, the ſoul will en- 
eavour the conſtant exerciſe of grace in all its du- 


ut ſome ſenſe of it. Where it fails therein, it 
vill judge itſelf, and watch againſt the like ſur- 
als; yea, unleſs it be in caſe of ſome great 
mptation, the _ ſenſe of the guilt of ſin, 
Aich is the — eſt obſtruction againſt that ſpi- 
M tual Þo/Znefs which is required unto the due ex- 
Anftciſe of grace, that is of faith and love in holy 


ng after it, or the uſe of it. 2 
1] If by theſe means, and the like inſeparable 

Perations of grace, we can have an aſſuring ex- 
2 erience that we are under the rule and conduct 
* Mir, we may be free in our minds from diſturb- 
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adical deſign of the ſoul, from the power of 


ies, and never be ſatisfied in the work done, with- 


uties, ſhall not hinder the ſoul from endeavou- - 


the ſcripture of many that were under the powah 


accounts do proclaim themſelves to be under thez. 
. dominion of fin ? But if the light and convictionhds 
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ing apprehenſions of the dominion of fin; fg 


both cannot bear ſway in the ſame ſoul. ito 
Fourthly, It is required hereunto, that ſq v 
makes the ſoul ſenſible of its power and rule, ake 
leaft doth that which may do & unleſs conſcienqo wei 
be utterly ſeared and hardned, and fo paſt feelinhhiaſt 
There is no rule nor dominion, but they are & yn; 
may be ſenſible of it, who are ſubject thereuntiſſt r. 
And there are uo ways whereby ſin in its domons 
nion will make them ſenſible of it in whom it rulghyry | 
1ſt, In repreſſing and overcoming the efficacy ¶ Her 
the convittions of the mind. Thoſe who are ug 1. , 
der the dominion of fin (as we ſhall ſee more imbht i 
mediately) may have light into, and conviction th 
their duty, in many things; and this light anger 
conviction they may follow or 4izarily, notwithhy h 
ſtanding the dominion of fin, As a tyrant wihre 
permit his ſlaves and ſubjects ordinarily to followhy + 
their own occaſions ; but, if what they would diho, 
comes either in matter or manner to interfet&ein 
with or _— his intereſt, he will make thenþh+ 
ſenſible of his power: So ſin, where it hath thi ti 
dominion, if men have light and conviction, In. t 
will allow them ordinarily and jt many things thr. 
comply therewithal ; it will allow them to pray 
to hear the word, to abſtain from. _ ſins, te; 
perform many duties, as is expreſly affirmed i 


of ſin, and we ſee it in experience. How muct 
work do we ſee about religion and religious dutieghnce 
What conſtant obſervation of the times and ſeaſor 
of them? How many duties perform'd,morally good the 
in themſelves & uſeful, by them who on many oth&Þiyg 


0 


of this ſort of perſons do riſe up in oppoſition q 
unt ef 
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ito the principal .intereſt of ſin, in thoſe luſts 
&d ways wherein it exerciſeth its rule, it will 
„ Jake them, in whom they are, ſenſible of its 
engower. They that ſtifle, or ſhut their eyes a- 
inſt, or caſt out of mind, or go directly contra. * 
2 G unto their convictons; light in ſuch caſes will 
NG ſt refine, and then relieve itſelf with reſolu- 
ombns for other times and ſeaſons ; but fin will 
uiegrry the cauſe by vertue of its dominion. | 
Hence two things do follow; 3 
uy 1. A conſtant repugnancy againſt ſin, ſrom 
* WÞpht in the mind and conviction in the conſcience, 
n Sth not prove that thoſe in whom it is, are not 
adder the dominion of fin. For, until blindneſs 
V1thhd hardneſs do come on men to the uttermoſt, 
ere will be in them a judging of what 'is good 

lows evil, with a ſef-judging with reſpe& there- 
d do, as the apoſtle declares, Rom. ii. x5. And 
rfelrein many do fatisfy themſelves : When their 
hetht -condemns fin, they ſuppoſe they hate it; 
tit they do not: When convictions call for du- 
n, , they ſuppoſe they love them; but they do 
2s thr, That which they look on as the rule of 
rag in them, in oppoſition unto fin, is but the 
» U$ellion of a natural enlightned conſcience againſt” 
d It dominion of it in the heart. In brief; light 
Why condemn every known fin, keep from mary, 
WCclteſs for every known duty, lead to the perfor- 
tlefnce of many; yet fin have a full dominion in 
on ſoul. . And this it will evidence, when it comes 
z00Athe trial, in thoſe inſtances where it exerciſes its 
tnedling power. | | 
the. That miſerable is their condition whoſe 
Tionſods are grinded continually between the con- 
OM? of their light With the urgency of convicti- 
unto} the one band, _ the rule or dominion 
f 2 | 
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of ſin on the other. Wherever light is, it is iu 
due to have the rule and conduct. It is that 2d 
whereby the mind leads itſelf, For men to be force 
by the power of their /z/?s to act for the molt part 
againſt their /ight, as they do where ſin hatlff s 
the dominion, it is a ſad and deplorable condition t. 
Such perſons are ſaid to rebel againſt the Tigh t 
Fob xxiv. 13. becauſe of its right to rule in the a 
where it is depoſed by ſin, This makes moſt m: 
but a troubled ſea that cannot weſt, whoſe war ? 
caſt up mire aua dirt. 2+ 

24ly, Sin will make thoſe in whom it bath 
minion ſenſible of its power, by its continual | 
licitations of the mind and affections, with reſp 
unto that fin, or thoſe fins, wherein it princip 
ly exerciſeth its rule. Having poſſeſſed the 
and inclinations of the mind with the affeRtio 
as it doth wherever its dominion is abſolut 
continually diſpoſeth, inclineth and ſtirreth 
the mind towards thoſe fins ; It will level the 
of the whole ſoul towards ſuch ſins, or the circ 
cumſtances of them. Nor is there a more pt 
nant diſcovery of the Rule of Sin in any if h 
this, that it Habitually engageth the mind and an 
ſections unto a conſtant exerciſe of themſe vc 
about this or that, ſome ſin, and evil wa tb 
other. 5 th 

But yet we muſt add, that, notwithſtanq to 
thele indications, of the ruling power of ſin, ptr 
are but few, in whom it hath this domiaion, # m1 
are convinced of their ſtate and condition. | 
are ſo under the power of darkneſs, of ſuſ mi 
floth and negligence, and are ſo deſperately wich act 
as that they have no ſenſe of this rule of | for 
luch are thoſe deſcribed by the apoſtle, Ey ble 
28, 19. And, whereas they are the vileſt } thi 
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chat live on the earth, — judge 2 to be e 
on others as in bon- 


dage to fooliſh and ſuperſtitious fears, whilſt 


they are at liberty to drink, ſwear, ſcoff at reli» 


gion, whore, and defile themſelves without con- 


troul. This is their liberty: And they may have 


chat which is as good in Hell; a liberty to curſe, 


and blaſpheme Gad, and to fly with revengeful. 
thoughts ont mlel ves, and the whole creation. 
The light in ſuch perſons is 4arkneſ5 itſelf; ſo as 
that they have nothing to riſe up in oppoſition. 
unto the rule of ſin, whence alone a ſenſe af its. 

wer doth ariſe. Others (as we obſerved 77 
iving in ſome compliance with their light an 
convictions, abſtaining from many fins, and per- 
forming many duties, tho' they live in ſome 
known fin or other, and allow themſelves in it, 
= will not allow that fin hath the dominion in 
them. 5 

Whereſore there are two things hard and diffi- 
cult in this caſe; 

1. To convince thoſe in whom ſin evidently 
hath the dominion, that ſuch indeed is their ſtate 
and condition ; they will with their utmoſt endea- 
vour keep off the conviction hereof. Some juſtiſy 
themſelves, and ſome will make no enquiry into 


this matter. It is a rare thing, eſpecially of late, 
to have any brought under this. conviction by the 


preaGhing of the word; tho? it be the caſe of 
multitudes that attend unto it. 
2. To ſatisfy ſome, that fin hath not the do- 
minion over them, notwithſtanding its reſtleſs 
acting itſelf in them, and warring againſt their 
ſouls ; yet, unleſs this can be done, it is impoſſi- 
ble they ſhould enjoy ſolid peace and comfort in 
this life. And the concernment of the beſt of 
| believers, 
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believers, whilſt they are in this world, doth ly 
herein: For as they grow in cb ſpirituality, 
experience, freedom of mind and humility, the 
more they love to know of the deceit, activity 
and power of the remainders of fin. And altho? 
it works not at all, at leaſt not ſenſibly in them, 
towards thoſe ſins wherein it reigneth and rageth 
in others ; yet they are able to diſcern its more 
ſubtil, inward and ſpiritual actings in the mind and 
heart, to the weakning of grace, the obſtructing 
of its effectual operations in holy duties, with 
many indiſpoſitions unto ſtability in the life of 


God ; which fills them with trouble. 


— — 


CHAP. III. 


The ſecond Enquiry ſpoken to; Whether Sin hath 
Dominion in us or no? In Anſwer to which tis 
ſhewea, that ſome wear Sin's Livery, and they 
are the profeſſed Servants thereof. There are 
many in which the Caſe is aubious, where Sin's 
Service is not ſo aiſcernible. Several Exceptions 
are put in againſt 11s Dominion, where it ſeems 
to prevail. Some certain Signs of its Domini- 
on. Graces ana Duties to be exerciſed for its 
Mort fication. 


= i HESE things being thus premiſed in gene- 

ral, concerning the nature of the dominien of 
fin, we ſhall now proceed unto our principal 
enquiry, namely, Whether fin have dominion in 
s or no? whereby we may know, Whether we 
are under the law or under grace, or what is the 


Nate of our ſouls towards God. An enquiry this 


is, which is very neceſſary for ſome to make, and 
for all to have rightly determined in their —_— 
| rom 
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from ſcripture and experience : For on that deter- 
mination depends all our folid peace. Sin will be 
in us; it will luſt, fight, and entice us; but the 


great queſtion, as unto our peace and comfort, is, 


Whet her it hath omi nion over us or no? 

1. We do not enquire concerning them in whom 
the reign of fin is abſolute and eaſily diſcernible, 
if not to themſelves, yet to others. Such there 
are, who viſibly yield up their members inſtru- 
ments of unrighteouſneſs to ſin, Rom. vi. 13. 
Sin reigns in their mortal bodies, and they openly 
obey it in the luſts thereof, v. 12. They are a- 
vowedly ſervants of ſin unto death, v. 16. and 
are not aſhamed of it. The ſhew of their coun- 
tenance doth witneſs againſt them; they declare 
their ſin as Sodom; they hide it not, IIa. iii. 9. 
Such are thoſe deſcribed, Eph. iv. 18, 19. and 
ſuch the world is filled withal. Such as, being 
under the power of darkneſs and enmity againſt 
God, do act them in oppoſition to all ſerious 
godlineſs, and in the ſervice of various luſts. 
There is no queſtion concerning their ſtate : They 
cannot themſelves deny that it is ſo with them. 
I ſpeak not for the liberty of cepſuring, but for 
the eaſinels of judging. Thoſe who openly wear 
in's livery, may well be eſteemed to be ſin's ſer- 
vants; and they ſhall not fail to receive ſin's wa- 
ges. Let them at preſent bear it never ſo high, and 
deſpiſe all manner of convictions, they will find 
it bitterneſs in the latter end, Iſa. l. 11. Eccleſ. xi. 

2, But there are many in whom the cafe is du- 
bious, and not eaſy to be determined; for, on the 
dne hand, they may have ſundry things in them, 

hich ſeem repugnant unto the reign of fin, but 
adeed are not inconſiſtent with it., All * 
an 
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and pleas from them in their vindication may fai 
them on a trial. And, on the other hand, thagh; 
may be ſome in whom the effeftual working « 
ſin may be ſo great and perplexing, as to arguelſ/,, 
that it hath the dominion, when Faded it hath; | 
not, but is only a ſtubborn rebel. Da 
The things of the frſt ſort, which ſeem. de 
ſtructive of, and icon ſiſent with the domi nion ain: 
fin, but indeed are not, may be referred to fivgh,,; 
heads. or 
1. Illumination in knowledge and fpirituy,; 
ifts, with convictions of good and evil, of al; 
— duties and ſins. This is that which ſom o 
men live in a perpetual rebellion againſt, in on; 
inſtance or another, — —_ 
2. A change in the affections, giving a tempoſolj 
rary delight in religious duties, with ſome cone: 
ſtancy in their obſervations. This alſo is foundy t 
in many who are yet evidently under the pow 7 
of fin, and ſpiritual darkneſs. : er 
3. A performance of many duties, both moſh a 
ral and evangelical, for the ſubſtance of them Ire 
and an abſtinence, out of conſcience, from mihuſ 
ny ſins.” So was it with the young man in th} x. 
goſpel, who yet wanted what was neceſſary to free 
him from the dominion of fin, Matth. xix. 20þþf i: 
21, 22, 23. 8: 2 ing 
4. Repentance for ſin committed. This is that ith 
which moſt ſecure themſelves by; and a bleſſeq th 
ſecurity it is, when it is gracious, evangelical, pirit 
fruit of faith, comprizing the return of the wholforn 
ſoul to God. But there is that which is legahnto 
partial, N particular fins only; which I 2. 
not pleadable in this caſe. Ahab was no leſs unſried 
der the dominion of fin, when he had * ＋ 
; . T th 
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im, than he was before. And Judas repented 
bim before he hanged himſelf. - 
5. Promiſes and reſolutions againſt ſin for the 
future. But the goodneſs of many, in theſe things, 
os like he morning-clond, and as the early dew it 
paſſeth away, as it is in the prophet, Hof. vi. 4. 
de Where there is a concurrence of theſe things in 
on any, they have good hopes at leaſt, that they are 
fing under the dominion of fin; nor is it ealy to 
onvince them that they are: And they may fo 
dehave themſelves herein, as that it is not con- 
tent with chriſtian charity to pronounce them ſo 
Wo be. Howbeit, the fallacy that is in theſe things 
With been detected by many; and much more is 
y all required to evidence the ſincerity of faith and 
olineſs. No man therefore can be acquitted by 
eas taken from them, as unto their ſubjection 
o the reign of ſin. 
The things of the ſecond ſort, whence argu- 
ents may be taken to prove the dominion of-fin 
n any perſon, which yet will not certainly do it, 
1em re thoſe which we ſhall now examine. And we 
maguſt obſerve, 
1. That, where fin hath the ãominion, it doth 
hleed rule in the e ſoul, and all the faculties 
Ft it. It is a vitious Habit in all of them, corrup- 
ing them in their ſeveral natures and power, 
 thkvith that corruption whereof they are capable. So 
fled the mind, of darkneſs and vanity ; the will, of 
al, Jpiritual deceit and perverſneſs; the heart, of ſtub- 
holpornneſs and ſenſuality. Sin in its power reaches 
egMlinto, and affects them all. But, 
ch 2. It doth evidence its domi nion, and is to be 
S Uſried by its acting in the diſtinct faculties of the 
ntenind; in the frame of the heart, and in the courſe 


timdf the life, | 1 2 
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| its Proper object with a diſlike of it, applies itſelſhnt 
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Theſe are thoſe which we ſhall examine: fit 
thoſe which render the caſe 4nubious; and hand 
thoſe that clearly determine it on the part of ſhe. 

I ſhall not therefore at preſent give poſitive qu C 
vidences of mens freedom from the dominion nd 
fin; but only conſider the arguments that ly Ihe 
gainſt them, and examine how far they are coder; 
cluſive, or how they may be defeated. And, ea 

1. When ſin hath in any inſtance poſſeſſed tiff?! 
imagination, and thereby engaged the cogitatinſ'9 
Faculty in its ſervice, it is a dangerous ſympronſ"" 
of its rule or dominion. Sin may exercile its ru 
in the mind, fancy, and imagination, where bod 
Iy ſtrength or opportunity give no advantage { 
its outward perpetration. In them the deſires « 
{in may be enlarged as hell, and the ſatisfaction 
luſt taken in with greedineſs. Pride and cove 
touſneſs, and ſenſuality, may reign and rage int 
mind by corrupt imaginations, when their out 
ward exerciſe is ſhut up by circumſtances of life. 

The firſt way whereby {in acts itſelf, or coin 
its motions and inclinations into acts, is by th 
imagination, Gen. vi. 5, The continual evil fg 
ments of the heart are as the bubbling of corrupt 
waters from a corrupted fountain. 

The imaginations intended are the fixing of th 
mind on the objects of ſin, or ſinful objects, bike 
continual thoughts, with delight and complacency$#9 
They are the mind's purveying for the ſati adlige 
on of the fleſh in the luſts thereof, Rom. xiii. 144 
whereby evil thoughts come to lodge, to abide, toe 
dwell in the heart, Fer. iv. 14. Pp 

This is the firſt and proper effect of that va! | 
nity of mind whereby the ſoul is alienated fromf® 
the life of God. The mind, being turned off fromPÞ" 


by 
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Hits thoughts and imaginations unto thepleaſures 
nd advantages of fin, ſeeking in vain to recover 
of ſhe reſt and ſatisſaction which they have forſaken 
ive In God himſelf. They follow after lying vanities, 
ion Ind Jor/ake their own mercies, Jonah ii. 8. And 
ly Phen they give themſelves up unto a conſtant in- 
e corffernal converſe with the deſires of the fleſh, the 
d, Peeaſures and advantages of fin, with delight and 
2d Hpprobation; fin may reign triumphantly in them, 
rat no appearance be made of it in their outward 
-Þrofpaverlation. Such are they who have a form of 
$ rul$u4/1neſs, but deny the power thereof”; their heart 
bodhting fill'd with a litter of ungodly luſts, as the 
ze ſoppoltle declares, 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
res of And there are three evils, with reſpect where- 
n Mato, fin doth exerciſe its reigning power in the 
coveSmagination, in an eſpecial manner. 
n th 1. Pride, er of power ana great- 
ou. It is affirmed of the prince of Tyrus, that 
fe. Ne laid, he was a god, and ſat in the ſeat of Goa, 
coinzek. xxviii. 3. And the like fooliſh thoughts 
7 thre aſcribed unto the king of Babylon, 1/a. xiv. 
, 14. None of the children of men can attain 
runs great glory, power and dominion in this 

'orld, but that in their imaginations and defires 
f r 


hey can infinitely exceed what they do enjoy 
ke him who wept, that he had not another 
orld to conquer, They have no bounds but to 
de as God, yea to be God; which was the firſt de- 
lizn of fin in the world. And there is none ſo 
poor and low, but by his imaginations he can lift 
p and exalt himſelf almoſt into the place of God. 
val bis vanity and madneſs God reproves in his dif- 
romFourſe with Fob, Chap. xl. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
oma nd there is nothing more genuine and proper 
ſelfÞpnto the original depravation and corruption of 
by E 2 Our 
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our natures, than this ſe/f-exaltation in fooliſh 
thoughts and imaginations ; becauſe it firſt came 
upon us thro” a . of being as God. Herein 
therefore may ſin exerciſe its dominion in the minds 
of men; yea, in the empty mind and vanity of 
theſe imaginations, with thoſe that follow, con- 
fiſts the principal part cf the deceitful ways of fin, 
'The ways of men cannot fatisfy themſelves with 
what fins they can actually commit; but in theſe 
imaginations they rove endlefly, finding ſatisſacti- 
on in their renovation and variety, {/a. Ivii. 1. 

2. Senſuality and uncleanneſs of life. It is faid 
of ſome, hat they have their eyes full of adulte. 
ries, and that they cannot ceaſe from ſin, 2 Pet. ii, 
14. that is, their imaginations are continually wor- 
king about the objects of their unclean luſts. Thete 
they think of night and day, immiring themſelves 

in all filth continually. Jude calls them #/rhy 
areamers, defiling the fleſp, v. 8. They live as 
in a conſtant pleaſing dream by their vile imagi- 
nations, even when they cannot accompliſh their 
luſtſul defires: For ſuch imaginations cannot be 
better expreſſed than by Jreams, wherein men fa. 


tisfy themſelves with a ſuppoſed acting of what . 


they do not. Hereby do many wallow in the mire 
of uncleanneſs all their days; and for the moſt 
part are never wanting unto the effects of it, when 
they have opportunity and advantage. And by 
this means the moſt cloyſtered recinſes may live 
in conſtant adulteries, whereby multitudes of them 
become actually the finks of uncleanneſs. This 


, is that, which in the root of it is ſeverely condem- 


ned by our Saviour, Matth. v. 28. 


3. Unbelief,, diſtruſt, and hard thoughts of God, Pi 


are of the ſame kind. Theſe will ſometimes fo 


= polleG the imaginations of men, as to keep _—_ 
1 0 


iſh 
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ein 
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off from all delight in God, to put them on con- 
rivances of flying from him; which is a peculiar 
iſe, not here to be ſpoken unto. 

In theſe and the like ways may lin exerciſe its 
ominion in the ſoul, by the mind and its imagi- 
ation. It may do fo, when no demonſtration is 

de of it in the outward converſation : For, by 
his means, the minds of men are defiled; and 
hen nothing is clean, all things are impure unto 
hem, Tit. i. 15. Their minds, being thus defiled, 


Ho defile all things to them, their enjoyments, 


heir duties, all they have, and all that rhey do. 
But yet all failing, and fm in this kind doth 
ot prove abſolutely that fin hath not the domini- 


In in the mind that it had before; ſomething of 


his vice and evil may be found in them that are 
reed from the reign of fin ; and there will be fo; 
ntl the vanity of our minds is perfecty cured 
nd taken away, which will not be in this world. 


NVherefore I ſhall name the exceprions, that may 


e put in againſt the title of fin unto dominion in 
be foul ; notwichſtanding the continuance in fore 
eaſure of this work of the imagination, in coining 
% figments in the heatt. And, 

(I.) This is no evidence of the dominion of 
0, where it is occaſional, ariſing from the pre- 
alency of ſome preſent temptation ; take an in- 
ance in the caſe of David. I no way doubt 
but that, in bis temptation with Barthſeba, his 
ind was poſſeſs'd with defiling imaginations. 
Vherefore, on his repentance, he not only prays 
vr the forgiveneſs of his fin, but cries out with all 
rvency, that God would create a clean heart in 


im, Plal. li. 10. He was ſenſible not only of the 


hlement of his perſon by his actual atuitery, 
ut of his heart by impure imaginations, So it 
may 
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may be in caſe of other temptations. Whillt men I on 
are entangled with any temptation, of what ſort 
ſoever it be, it will multiply thoughts about it in 
the mind: Yea, its whole power conſiſts in a mul. I : 
tiplication of evil imagivations. By them it blinds 2 
the mind, draws it off from the conſiderat ion of its 
duty, and enticeth it unto a full conception of fin, Nor 
Jam. l. 14. Wherefore, in this caſe of a #revalent iy 
temptation which may befal a true believer, the fn 
corrupt working of the imagination doth not prove I file 
the dominion of fin. day 
If it be'enquired, How the mind may be freed for 
and cleared of thoſe perplexing, defiling imagina- Nane 
tions, which ariſe from the urgency of ſome pre- 
ſent temptation, ſuppoſe about earthly affairs, or 
the like? I ſay, It will never be done by the moſt 
ſtrict watch and reſolution againſt them, nor b 
the moſt reſolute rejection of them : 'They wil 
return with new violence, and new pretences, tho 
the ſoul hath promiſed itſelf a thouſand times, 
that ſo they ſhould not do. There is but one 
way for the cure of this diſtemper, and this is a 
thorow mortification of the Inſt that feeds them, ce 
and is fed by them. It is to no purpoſe to ſhake 
off the fruit in this caſe, unleſs we dig up the root. 
Every temptation deſigns the fatisfa&tion of ſome þ; 
luſts of the fleſh or of the mind. Theſe evil 
thoughts and imaginations are the working of the þh 
temptation in the mind. There is no riddance of 
them, no conqueſt to be obtained over them, but 
by ſubluing the temptation; and no ſubduing 
the temptation, but by the zvortification of the 
Inſt, whole ſatisſaction it is deſign'd unto, This 
courſe the apoſtle directs unto, Col. iii. 3, 5. That 
which he enjoins is, that we world not of 
our minds on the things of the earth, in oppoſiti- 
on 
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on unto the things above; that is, that we would 
not fill our imaginations, and thereby our affecti- 
ons with them. But what is the way whereby we 
may be enabled ſo to do? that is, ſaith he, the 
univerſal mortification of ſin, v. 5, 

For want of the wiſdom and knowledge hereof; 
or for want of its practice, thro” a ſecret u i- 
lingneſs to come up unto a ful} mortification of 
ſin, ſome are galled and perplexed, yea, and de- 
filed with fooliſh and vain imaginations all their 
days. And altho' they prove not the dominion 
of ſin, yet they will deprive the ſoul of that peace 
and comfort which otherwiſe it might enjoy. 

But yet there is much ſpiritual skill and diligence 
required to diſcover what is the true root and 
ſpring of the fooliſh imaginations that may at any 
time poſleſs the mind: For they ly deep in the 
beart, that Heart which is deep and deceitful, 
and ſo arc. not eaſily diſcoverable. There are ma- 
ny other pretences of them. They do not direct- 
ly beſpeak that pride or unclean luſts which they 
proceed from ; but they make many other preten- 
s, and feign otNer ends. But the foul that is 
vatchful and diligent may trace them to their ori- 


Final. And if ſuch thoughts are ſtrictly examined 


t any time, what is their defign, whoſe work 
hey do, what makes them ſo buſy in the mind, 
hey will confeſs the truth, both whence they 
ame, and what it is they aim at. Then is the 
ind guided unto its duty, which is the extermi- 
ation of the luſt which they would make provi- 
lion for. 5 | 
(2.) Such imaginations are no evidence of the 
dominion of fin, in what degree ſoever they are, 
here they are afflictive ; where they are a burden 
into the ſoul, which it grones under, and wor be 
Vee 


: 
| 
! 
\ 
"1 
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dominion of fin: Yea, a great evidence unto th. 
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delivered from. There is a full account given bi {in 
the apoſtle, of the conflict between indwellin1! 
fin and grace, Rom. vii. and the things which hm 
aſcribes unto fin, are not the firſt riſing or invoſ mit 
luntary motions of it, nor merely its inclination ver 
and diſpoſition ; for the things aſcribed unto it, me 
that it fights, rebels, wars, leads caprive, acts ad 
a law, cannot belong unto them: Nor doth af 
intend the outward acting or perpetration of fi 
the doing, or accompliſhing, or finiſhing of it 
for that cannot befal believers, as the apoſtle de 
clares, 1 ohn iii. 9. But it is the working of fin bit 
theſe imaginations in the mind, and the engage 
ment of the attections thereon, that he doth in 
tend. Now this he declares to be the great bur 
den of the ſouls of believers, that which mak 
them think their condition wretched and miſera$'*" 
ble in ſome fort, and which they earneſtly cry our 
for deliverence from, v. 24. This is the preſeng®2! 
caſe. Theſe figments of the heart, theſe imagif} ( 
nations will ariſe in the minds of men. They will" 
do ſo ſometimes to an high degree. They wil" 
impoſe them on us with deteit and violence the 
leading captive unto the law of them: where the 
are rejected, condemned, defied ; they will retur hei 
again while there is any vanity remaining in th 
mind, or corruption in the affections. But it th hoy 
foul be ſenſible of them, if it labour under them olu 
if it look on them as thoſe that fight againſt it they 
purity, holineſs and peace, if it pray for deliveſ®* 


rance from them, they are no argument of th hat 
I 


contrary may be taken from that firm oppoſiti ſe 
on unto them, which the mind is fects en! 
gaged in. 3 8 
03.) They are not a proof of the dominion q he 


1b fin, when there is a prevalent deteſtation of the 


lin luſt from whence they proceed, and whoſe pro- 
motion they deſign, maintained in the heart and 


2 


vered; and all ſuch. various imaginations are but 
mere effects of the incurable vanity and inſtability / 
o our minds. For thele adminiſter continual oc- 
Ecafion unto random thoughts: But, for the moſt 
part, (as we oblerved before) they are employed 
in the ſervice of ſome luſt, and tend unto the ſa- 
tifaction of it. They are that which is prohi- 
ted by che apoſtle, Rom. xiii. 14. Make no 28 
viſion, &c. And this may be diſcovered on ſtrict 
examination, Now, when the mind is fixed in a 
conſtant deteſtation of that fin, whereunto they 
lad, as it is fin againſt God, with a firm reſolu- 
tion againſt it, in all circumſtances that may oc- 
oulcur; no proof can be thence taken for the domi- 
elenlaion of fin. ONE 

120i (4.) Sometimes evil thoughts are the immedi- 
„te injections of Saran ; they are on many ac- 
wiſounts molt terrible unto the ſoul, Uſually, for - 
ncelthe matter of them, they are dreadful, and oft- 
theimes blaſphemous: And as unto the manner of 
turÞheir entrance into the mind, it is, for the moſt 
\ thÞpart, ſurprizing, furious and inviſible. From ſuch | 
' th{boughts many have coneluded themſelves to be ab- 
:emlutely under the power of fin and Satan. But 
+ hey are, by certain rules and infallible figns, diſ- 
liveſcoverable from whence they do proceed: And on 
th ſthat diſcovery all pretencts unto the dominion of 
thin in them muſt diſappear. And this is the firſt 
oſitikaſe which renders the queſtion dubious, Whether 
end? have rhe dominion in us or no | 
Secondly, It is a fign of the dominion of fin, 
hen in any inſtance ir . adi 4 


- 


n 


mind. I confels, ſometimes this carinot be diſco» . - 
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aftections: Yea, they are the throne of fin, where 
it acts its power. But this caſe, of the affeCiong, 
I have handled ſo at large in my diſcourſe of pi. 
ritual- mindedneſs, as I ſhall here very briefly ſpeak 
unto it, fo as to give one rule only to make; 
_— by, concerning the dominion of ſin in 
them. 

This is certain, that where fin hath the pre. 
valency and predominancy in our affections, ther 
it hath the dominion in the whole ſoul. The 
rule is given us unto this purpoſe, 1 John ii. 1; 
We are obliged to love the Lord our God with 
all our hearts, and all our ſouls : And thereſore, 
if there be in us a predominant love to any thin 
elſe, whereby it is preferred utito God, it — 
be from the prevalency of a principle of ſin in us 
And ſo it is with reſpect unto all other affections, 
If we love any thing more than God, as we do if 
we will not part with it for his ſake, be it as a 
right eye, or as a right hand unto us; if we take 
more ſatisfaction and complacency in it, and cleave 
more unto it in our thoughts and minds than unto 
God, as men commonly do in their lufts, i 
tereſts, enjoyments and relations; if we truſt 
more to it, as unto a ſupply of our wants, than 

unto God, as moſt do to the world ; it our de- 

fires are enlarged, and our diligence heightned, in 
ſeeking after and attaining other things, more 
than towards the love and favour of God ; if we 
fear the loſs of other things, or danger from them, 
more than we fear God; we are not under the 
rule of God or his grace, but we are under the 
dominion of fin, which reigns in our affections. 

It were endleſs to give inſtances of this power 
of fin in and over the affections of men. Self- 


love, love of the world, delight in things ſenſual, 
| | e 
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ber an over-valuation of relations and enjoyments 

ons, with ſundry other things of an alike nature, will 
pi · ¶ eaſily evidence it. And, to relolve the caſe undet 
2eakſÞ conlideration, we may obſerve 

ke a 1. That the prevalency of fin in the affections, 
n inf} ſo far as to be a ſymptom of its dominion, is dif- 
cernible unto the leaſt beam of ſpirituaHight, with 
a diligent ſearching into, and judgment of oure 
ſelves. If it be ſo with any, and they know it 
not, nor will be convinced of it, (as it is with 

K many) I know not what can free them from being 
under the reign of ſin, And we fee it ſo every 
day. Men, all whole ways and aCtions proclaim 

that they are ated in all things by an inordinate 


in themſelves, nothing that they do not approve 
Jof, unleſs it be that their deſires are not [riefied 
according to their expectations, All the com- 
mands we have in the ſcripture for ſelFſearching, 
tfial and examination ; all the rules that are given 


the deceitfulneſs of fin, and of our own hearts; 
they are given us to prevent this evil of ſhuttin 
our eyes againſt the prevalent corruption and dif- 
order of our affairs. And the iſſue of all our en- 
deavours in this kind, is in the appeal of David 
to God himſelf, P/al. cxxxix. 23, 24. 

2. When men have convictions of the irregula- 
rity and diforder of their affections, yet are re- 
ſolved to continue in the ſtate wherein they are, 
without the correction and amendment of them, 
becauſe of ſome advantages and fatisfaftion which 
8. | they receive in their preſent ſtate; they ſeem to be 


ver under the dominion of ſin. So is it with thoſe. | 


H- mention'd, T/a. lvii. 10. upon the account of the 
al, I preſent ſatisſaction, delig t and pleaſure, that 
4 | 


\ 


love of the world and ſelf, yet find nothing amiſs 


us unto that end, all the warnings we have of 


theis 
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their corrupt aftections do take in cleaving inordis 
nately unto their objects, they will not endea- 

vour their change and alteration. 

This then is the ſole ſafe rule in this cafe. 
Whatever hold ſin may have got in our affections, 
whatever prevalency it may have in them, how. f 
ever it may entangle and defile them; if we en- 
deayour ſincerely the diſcovery of this evil, and 
therein ſet ourſelves conſtantly unto the mortifica- 
tion of our corrupt affections by all due means, 
there is not in their diſorder any argument to 
prove the dominion of fin in us. Our affections, 
as they are corrupt, are the oe objects of the 
great duty of mortification ; whi 


ich the apoſtle 
therefore calls our embers that are one the earth, 
Col. iii. 5. This is a ſafe anchor for the ſoul in 
this ſtorm. If it live in a ſincere endeavour after 
the mortification of every diſcoverable corruption, 
and diſorder in the affections, it is ſecure from the 
dominion of fin. But as for ſuch as are negligent 
in ſearching after the ſtate of their ſouls as unto 
the inclinations and engagement of their affections, 
who approve of themſelves in their greateſt irregu- 
larities, reſolvedly indulge themſelves in every way 
of ſin to gratify their ſenſual affections, they muſt 
rovide themſelves of pleas for their vindication ; 
know. them not. But the meaning of our pre- 
ſent rule will be farther manifeſt in what enſues. 
Thirdly, It is a dangerous ſign of the domini- 
on of ſin, when, after a conviction of their ne- 
ceſſity, it prevaileth unto a neglect of thoſe ways 
and duties which are peculiarly ſuited, directed 
and ordained unto its mortification and deſtructi- 
on. This may be cleared in ſome particulars. 
1. Mortification of fin is the conſtant duty of all 


believers, of all who would not have fin have do- 
mi- 
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nion over them. Where mortification is ſin- 
re, there is no dominion of ſin; and, where 
ere is no mortification, there fin doth reign. 

2, There are ſome graces and duties that are pe- 
uliarly ſuited and ordained unto this end, that by 
hem and their agency the work of mortification 
nay be carried on conſtantly in our ſouls. What 
hey are, or ſome of them, we ſhall ſee immediately. 

3. When fin puts forth its power in any eſpe- 
jal luſt, or in a ſtrong inclination unto any actual 
n, then it is the duty of the foul to make diligent 
plication of thoſe graces and duties which are 
jecifical and proper unto its mortification, 

4 When men have had a conviction of theſe 
uties, and have attended unto them according 
nto that conviction; if fin prevail in them to 
negle&t or relinquiſhment of thoſe duties, as 
nto their performance, or as unto their applica» 
on unto the mortification of fin, it is a dange- 
dus fign that ſin hath dominion in them. And 

diltinguiſh between theſe things, namely, a 

glect of ſuch duties as unto their performance, 

d a neglect of the application of them unto the 
ortification of fin: For men may, on other ac- 
zunts, continue the obſervance of them, or ſome 


them, and yet not apply them unto this eſpeci- 


end; and ſo all external duties may be obſerved, 
hen fin reigneth in triumph, 2 Tim. iii. 5. 

The meaning of the aflertion being ſtated, I 
all now name ſome of thoſe graces and duties, 
to whole omiſſion and — ſin may prevail, 


unto an __ of them unto the mortifica- 
n. 


on of any 
The firſt is, the daily exerciſe of faith on Chri 
crucified, This is the great fundamental means 
the mortification of ſin in general, and which 
3 we 
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wie ought to apply unto every particular inſtan;Mii. 
of it. This the apoſtle diſcourſeth at large, Roync 
vi. 6, ), 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Our ola man, faitci 
he, is crucifica with Chriſt, that the body of fie; 
might be acjiroyed, that henceforth we ſpould with 
ſerve ſin. Gur 0/4 man, or the body of ſin, Ie 
the power and reign of fin in us. Theſe are Mate 
be deſtroyed; that is, ſo mortified, that henceſor it 
we thould not /erve ſin; that we ſhould be dell : 
vered from the power and rule of it. This, ſaiſ hy 
the apoſtle, is done in Chriſt ; crucified with hin 
It is ſo meritoriouſly, in his actual dying or beinfſſie - 
crucified for us; it is ſo virtually, becauſe of thifity 
certain proviſion that is made therein for the mo ou 
tification of all fin : But it is ſo actually, by this t 
exerciſe of faith on him as crucified, dead and bifatc 
ried ; which is the means of the actual communi « 
cation of the virtue of his death unto us for th tt 
end. Herein are we ſaid to be dead and bur ick 
with him, whereof baptiſm is the pledge. So, n: 
the croſs of Chriſt, the world is crucified unto id 
and we are lo to the world, Gal. vi. 14. which re 
the ſubſtance of the mortification of all {nz 
There are ſeveral ways whereby the exerciſe ot 
faith on Chriſt crucified is effectual unto t * 
end: | 

1. Looking unto him as ſuch, will beget hoo. 
mourning in us, Zech. xii, 10. They (hall look I;. E 
him whom they have pierced, and mourn. Itꝶ; de: 
a promiſe of goſpel-times and goſpel-grace, Fy. 
view of Chriſt, as pierced, will cauſe mourninÞ#o 4 
in them that have received the promiſe of ti of 
Spirit of grace and ſupplication there mentioneQruc 
And this mourning is the foundation of mortifÞpnio 
cation; it is that godly ſorrow which works repe Thi 
rance unto falvation, not to be repented of, 2 CE ou 
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tali. 10; And mortification of fin is of the ef 
Rogſnce of repentance, The more believers are ex- 
ſanciſed in this view of Chriſt, the more humble 
of ey are; the more they are kept in that mourn- 
Ss frame, which is univerſally oppoſite unto all 
2 intereſt of fin, and which keeps the ſoul 
atchful againſt all its ry An Sin never reign» 
| in an humble mourning ſoul. | 
2. It is effectual unto the ſame end, by the 
y of a powerful motive, as that which calls and 
is unto conformity to him. This is preſſed bj 
ide apoſtle, Rom. vi. 8, 9, 10, 11. Our conſor- 
ity unto Chriſt, as crucified and dead, conſiſts. 
our being dead unto fin,and thereby overthrow- 
the reign of it in our mortal bodies, This 
mnformity, faith he, we ought to reckon on as 
r duty ; Reckou yourſelves dead unto ſin, that 
that you ought ſo to be, in that conformity 
ich you ought to aim at unto Chriſt crucified. 
n any ſpiritual eye behold Chriſt dying for fin, 
continue to live in fin? Shall we keep that 
ve in us, which he died for, that it might not 
S:rnally deſtroy us? Can we behold him bleeding 
ciſe& our fins, and not endeavour to give them their 
» tith's wound ? The efficacy of the exerciſe of 
th herein, unto the mortification of fin, is 
t hoſkown unto all believers in experience. 
50k Iz. Faith herein gives us communion with him in 
It death, and unites the ſoul unto it, in its effi- 
> y. Hence we are ſaid to be buried with him 
rniiſro death, and to be planted together in the like- 
te of his death, Rom. vi. 4, 5. Our old man 
ned cruci ſied with him, v. 6. we have by faith com- 
Drtifflunion with him in his death, unto the death of fin. 
pe This therefore is the firſt grace and duty which 
ought to attend unto for the W 
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fin. But where fin hath that intereſt and pong 

in the mind, as to take it off from this exerciſe When 

faith, to prevent or obſtruct it, as it will do, 

| as that it will not, ſo as that it ſhall not dare 

think or meditate on Chriſt crucified, becaule uri 

| the inconſiſtency of ſuch thoughts with an indulff; 

gence unto any luſt ; it is to be feared that fin 
in the throne. 5 

If it be thus with any; if they have not] 

made uſe of this way and means for the mortific 

of ſin ; or if, being convinced of it, they have bei 

for any ſeaſon driven or withheld from the ex 

Ciſe of faith herein, I have nothing to ofter to (| 

them from this evidence of the reign of ſin, b 

only that they would ſpeedily and carefully addr 

themſelves unto their duty herein. And, if th 

prevail on themſelves unto it, it will bring ini 

own evidence of their freedom. 

| Some, it may be, will ſay, that indeed they al! 

; unskilful in this word of righteouſneſs, as ſome : 

| Heb. v. 13. They know not how to make uſt v 

Chriſt crucified unto this end, nor how to | 

themſelves about it. Other ways of mortificandit 

on they can underſtand. The diſcipline and 

| nances aſſigned by the papilts, unto this end, 

| ſenſible; ſo are our own vows and reſolutio 

with other duties that are preſcribed : But, as 


F 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 


| this way of deriving vertue from the death ſes : 
Chriſt unto the death of fin, they can underſtaſve « 
| nothing of it. ur 


T eafily believe that ſome may ſay ſo, yea, ou 
to ſay ſo, if they would ſpeak their minds: hom 
the ſpiritual wiſdom of faith is required hereun 
but all men have not faith. On the loſs of ti 

wiſdom, the papiſts have invented another 


— — — — — — 


to ſupply the whole exerciſe of faith herein: Thun 
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i make crucifixes, images of Chriſt crucified ; 
hen they will adore, embrace, mourn over, and 
xpect great vertue from them. Without theſe 
ages they know no way of addreſſing unto - 
hriſt, for the communication of any vertue from 
Is death or life. Others may be at the ſame loſs. 
ut they may do well to conſider the cauſe of it: 
or 
i. Is it not from ignorance of the myſtery of 
fie goſpel, and of the communication of ſupplies 
| Cichus things from Chrift thereby, of the 
Macy of his life and death unto our ſanctiſicati- 
and mortification of fin? Or, 
2. Is it not becauſe indeed they have never 
Sen throughly diſtreſſed in their minds and con- 
ences by the power of fin, and ſo have never in 
good earneſt looked for relief! Light general 
nvictions, either of the guilt or power of ſin, 


ey drive none to Chriſt, When their conſcie 
e ces are reduced unto real ſtraits, and they know 
ule$t what to do, they will learn better how to 
to Wk auto him whom they have pierced. Their 


Mndition, whoever they are, is dangerous, who find 
t a neceſſity every day of applying themſelves by 
h unto Chriſt for help and ſuccour. Or, 
0 z. Is it not becauſe they have other reliefs to bo- 
e themſelves unto ? Such are their own pro- 
ſes arid reſolutions, which, for the moſt - part, 
r[ta've only to cheat and quiet conſcience for an 
ur or a day, and then vaniſh into nothing, 
t, whatever be the caſe of this neglect, thoſe in 
om it is will pine away in their ſins: For no- 
eunſing but the death of Chriſt for us, will be the 
ath of fin in us. "2 
r wh24ly, Another duty, neceſſary unto this end, is 
Titinual prayer; * W 


__ 
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to its application, to the prevalency of an 
ticular Feaſt, wherein fin doch in a — 1 
exert its power. This is the great ordinance 
God for its mortification : For, 

1. Hereby we obtain ſpiritual aids and ſuppli 
of ſtrength againſt it. We are not more neceſſ 
rily and fervently to pray that ſin may be pard 
ned as to its guilt, than we are that it may | 
ſubdued as to its power: He who is negligent $ 
the latter, is never in good earneſt in the forms 
The preſſures and troubles which we receive fra 
the power of fin, are as pungent on the mind, 
thoſe from its guilt are on the conſcience. M 
pardon of fin will never give peace unto a ſv 
tho it can have none without it. It muſt be mc 
tified alſo, or we can have no ſpiritual reſt. No 5. 
this is the work of prayer, namely, to ſeek a. 
obtain ſuch ſupplies of mortifying, ſanctiſying gra 
as whereby the power of fin may be broken, 
ſtrength abated, its root withered, its life deſtr 
ed, and ſo the whole old man crucified. Ti. 
which was the apoſtle's requeſt for the 7 ef 
nians, is the daily prayer of all believers for the 
ſelves, 1 Theſ v. 23. 

2. A conſtant attendance unto this duty in 
due manner, will preſerve the ſoul in ſuch a fra 
as wherein {in cannot habitually prevail in it. 
that can live in fin, and abide in the ordinary 
ties of prayer, doth never once pray as he oug 
Formality, or ſome ſecret reſerve or other, 
ates the whole. A truly. gracious praying fr: 
(wherein we pray always) is utterly inconſilt 
with the love of, or reſerve for, any fin. 

pray well, is to pray always; that is, to keep 

— always in that frame which is required 


ma 


oſt; 
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ayer, And, where this is, fin can have no 
le, no, nor quiet harbour in the ſoul. 
3. It is the ſoul's immediate conflict againſt the 
wer of fin. Sin, in it, is formally conſidered as 
De ſoul's enemy, which fights againſt it. In 
yer the ſoul ſets itſelf to grapple with it, to 
ound, kill and deſtroy. It is that whereby it 
Wpplies all its ſpiritual engines unto its utter ruin; 
Werein it exerciſeth a gracious abhorrency of it, 
"lf clear ſelf-condemnation on the account of it, and 
Woageth faith on all the promiſes of God, for its 
pnqueſt and deſtruction. | 
[t is hence evident, that, if fin hath prevailed 
the mind unto a negligence of this duty, either 
Þ general, or as into the effectual application of 
F unto any eſpecial caſe where it exerts its power, 
| - an ill ſymptom of the dominion of fin in the 
ul. 
It is certain, that unmortified fin, fin indulged 
to, will gradually work out all due regard unto 
is duty of prayer, and alienate the mind from 
either as unto the matter or manner of its per- 
mance. We ſee this exemplified every day in 
. Poſtate profeſſors: They have had a gift of 
ayer, and were conſtant in the exerciſe of it : 
t the love of fin, and living in it, hath devou- 
d their gifts, and wholly taken off their minds 
dm the duty itſelf; which is the proper chara- 
er of hypocrites: Will he delight himſelf in 
e Almighty ? will he always call upon God? 
' Xxvil. 10. He may do ſo for a ſeaſon ; but, 
ling under the power of fin, he will not con- 
ue ſo to do. 
Now, becauſe fin uſeth great deceit herein, in 
radual progreſs for attaining its end, and there- 
ſecuring its dominion ; we may, in a way of 
G 2 warning 
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warning or caution, take notice of ſome of its ſtep Io 
that the entrances of it may be oppoſed. For afflthe 
the entrance of God's word giverb light, Pla 
cxix. 130. the farſt putting-forth of its power © 
the ſoul gives ſpiritual light unto the mind, which 
is to be improved; ſo the entrance of fin, the fi 
actings of it on the mind towards the neglect d 
this duty, brings a deceiving darkneſs with then 
which is to be oppoſed, TS 

1. It will — in the mind an unreadineſ 
unto this duty in its proper ſeaſons. The hea 
ſhould always rejoice.in the approach of ſuch ſe: 
ſons, becaule of the delight in God which it hath 
them. To rejoice and be glad in all our approaches 
- unto God, is every way required of us; and there 
fore with the thoughts of, and in the approach 
ſuch ſeaſons, we ought to grone in ourſelves for ſuct 
a preparedneſs of mind as may render us meet 
that converſe with God which we are called unto 
But, where ſin begins to prevail, all things wi 
be unready and out of order: Strange tergiverl; 
tions will riſe in the mind, either as unto the dut 
itſelf, or as unto the manner of its performance 
Cuſtomarineſs and formality are the principleutti 
which a& themſelves in this caſe. e bod 
ſeems to carry the mind to the duty whether} 
will or no, rather than the mind to lead the bod 
in its part of it: And it will employ itſelf in an 
thing, rather than in the work and duty that lie 
before it. | ; | dut 

Herein then lies a gut poor af our wiſdom, iff wh 
obviating the power of fin in us. Let us keey lic 
our hearts continually in a gracious diſpoſition and giv 
readineſs for this duty, in all its proper ſeaſons. II in 
you lole this ground, you will yet go more back] It 
wards continually, Know therefore, that there if ſon 
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ep ao more effectual preſervative of the ſoul from 
or aflthe power of fin, than a gracious readineſs for, 
Pfalſ and diſpolition unto, this duty in private and pub- 
r on lick, according to its proper ſeaſons. | 
hich 2. In its progreſs, unto unreadineſs it will add. 
fir unwillingnels ; for the mind, prepoſſeſſed by fin, 
finds it directly contrary unto its preſent intereſt, 
diſpoſition and inclination, There is nothing in 
it but what troubles and diſquiets them; as he lai 
of the prophet, who was not willing to hear him 
any more, it ſpeaks not good but evil of them 
continually. Hence a ſecret unwillingneſs prevails 
Min the mind, and an averſation from a ſerious en- 
gagement init, And the attendance of ſuch per- 
ſons to it js as if they were under a force, in a 
compliance with cuſtom and convictions. 
* 3. Sin will at length prevail unto a total negle& 
of this duty: This is an obſervation confirmed by 
long experience. Tf prayer do not conſtantly en- 
i deavour the ruin of fin, fin will ruine prayer, and 
Jl utterly alienate the ſoul from it. This is the way 
of backſliders in heart; as they grow in ſin, they 
decay in 2 until they are weary of it, and 
Yutterly relinquiſh it. So they ſpeak, Mal. i. 13. 
Behola, what @ wearineſs it is, and ye have 
1er i tea at it. They look on it aaa task, as a bur- 
body den, and are weary in attending unto it. | 
Now, when I place this as an effect of the pre- 
 valency of fin, namely, a relinquiſhment of the 
duty of prayer; I do not — that perſons do 
i wholly and abſolutely, or as to all ways of it, pub- 
ee lick and private, and all ſeaſons or occaſions of it, 
and give it over utterly, Few ariſe to that profli 
I in fin, unto ſuch deſperate reſolutions againſt 
acky It may be they will {till attend unto the ſtated ſea- 
re I ſons of prayer, in families or publick aſſemblies, 
n at 


— — 
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at leaſt drawing near to God with their lips; and 
they will on ſurprizals and dangers perſonally cry 
unto God, as the ſcripture every where teſtifleth 
of them. But this only I intend, namely, that 
they will no. more ſincerely, immediately and di- 
rectly apply prayer to the mortification and ruin 
of that luſt or corruption, wherein ſin puts forth 
its power and rule in them: And, where it is fo, 
it ſeems to have the dominion. Of ſuch an one, 


ſaith the P/almiſt, He hath left off to be wiſe 


and to do good ; he ſetteth himſelf in a way that 


is not good, he abhorreth not evil, Plal. xxxvi. 3, 4 

But ſuch a relinquiſhment of this duty, as unto 
the end mentioned, as is habitual, and renders the 
ſoul ſecure under it, is intended. For there may, 
thro* the power of temptation, be a prevalency of 
this evil in believers for a ſeaſon, So God com- 
plains of his people, Ja. xliii. 22. Thou haſt not 
called upon me, O Jacob, but haſt been weary of 
me, O Iſrael; that is, comparatively, as unto the 


ſervency and ſincerity of the duty required of them. 


Now, when it is thus with believers for a ſeaſon, 
throꝰ the power of fin and temptation ; ( 1.) They 
do not approve of themſelves therein. They will 


ever and anon call things to conſideration, and 


ſay, It is not with us as it ſhould be, or as it was 
in former days ; this thing is not good that we do, 
nor will it be peace, in the latter end. (2.) They 
will have ſecret reſolutions of ſhaking themſelves 


out of the duſt of this evil ſtate : They ſay in 


themſelves, We will go and return unto our firſt 
husband; for then it was better with us than 
uon; as the Church did, Hof. ii. 9. (3.) Every 
thing that peculiarly befals them in a way of mercy 
or affliction, they look on as calls ffom God, to 


deliver and recover them from their backſliding 


frame. 
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frame. (4.) They will receive in the warnings 
which are given them by the word preached, 
eſpecially if their particular caſe be touched on, or 
) They will have no quiet reſt, 


laid o 
nor le 


9 
E until they come thorowly 


off unto an healing and recovery; ſuch as that 
deſcribed, Hof. xiv. 1, 2, 3, 4 

Thus it may be with ſome over whom fin hath 
not the dominion ; yet ought the firſt entrance 
of it to be diligently watched againſt, as that which 


tends unto the danger and ruin of the ſoul. 


34ly, Conſtant ſelf.abaſement, condemnation 
and abhorrency, is another duty that is directly 
oppoled unto the intereſt and rule of fin in the 
No frame of mind is a better antidote a- 
gainſt the poiſon of ſin; He that walketh hum- 
bly, walketh ſurely. God hath a continual re- 
gard unto mourners, thoſe that are of a broken 
heart and a contrite ſpirit. Ir is the ſoil where all 
grace will thrive and flouriſh. A conſtant due 
ſenſe of ſin as fin, of our intereſt therein by na- 
ture, and in the courſe of our lives, with a con- 
tinual afflictive remembrance of ſome ſuch in- 
ſtances of it as have had peculiar aggravations, iſ- 
ſuing in a gracious ſelſ. abaſement, is the ſoul's beſt 
pofture in watching againſt all the deceits and in- 
curſions of ſin. And this is a duty which we 
ought with all diligence to attend unto. To keep 
our ſouls in a conſtant frame of mourning and 
ſelf-abaſement, is the moſt neceſſary part of our 
wiſdom, with reference unto all the ends of the 
life of God : And it is ſo far from having any in- 
conſiſtency with thoſe conſolations and joys which 
the goſpel tenders unto us in believing, as 
that jt is the only way to let them into the ſoul in 
a due manner, It is ſuch mourners, and thoſe 


ſoul. 


ne, 
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alone, unto whom evangelical comforts are admil ge 
niſtred, I/. lvii. 18. 
One of the firſt things that ſin doth, when 
aims at dominion, is the deſtruction of this fra 
of mind; and, when it actually hath the rule, 
will not ſuffer it to enter: It makes men carelel 
and regardleſs of this matter, yea, bold, preſumy 
tuous and fearleſs: It will obſtruct all the entrance 
into the mind of ſuch felf-refleions and conſide 
rations as lead unto this frame : It will repreſe 
them either as needleſs or unſeaſonable; or ma 
the mind afraid of them, as things which ten 
unto its diſquietment and diſturbance, without an 
advantage. If it prevail herein, it makes way fo 
the ſecurity of its own dominion. Nothing i 
more watched againtt than a proud, regardlef 
ſenſleſs, ſecure frame of heart, b them who ar: 
under the rule of grace. 
Fourthly, A reſerve for any one known ſin on 
againſt the light and efficacy of convictions, is al 
argument of the dominion of fin. So was it ir 
the =_ of Naaman; he would do all oth 
things, dut put in an exception for that, wher 
in his honour and profit did depend. Where ther 
is ſincerity in convictions, it extends itſelf unte 
all fins: For it is of ſin as fin, and ſo of ever 
known fin equally, that hath the nature of fin ir 
it. And to be true to convictions is the life of fin | 
cerity. If men can make a choice of what the 
will except and reſerve, notwithſtanding theiq 7 
being convinced of its evil, it is from the rulingh; 
power of fin, Pleas in the mind, in the behalf of d 
any ſin, rhat is, for a continuance in it, prevayhe 
lent thereunto, ruines all ſincerity. It may beg. 
the pretence is, that it is but a little one, of noi 


great moment, and that which ſhall be compeng, g 
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admired with other duties of 'obedience; or, it ſhall 
te retained only until a fitter ſeaſon-for its relins 
guiſhment; or, men may be blinded after con- 
1&tion to diſpute again, whether what they would 
bide in be ſinſul or no, as is the caſe freque.tly 
ith reſpect unto covetoulneſs, pride, and confor- 
mity to the world; it is a dreadſul effect of the 


en } 
fra 
le, i 
Irelef 
um 


anceſſuling power of fin. Whatever impeacheth the 
nſide niver ality of obedience in one thing, overthrows 
relenifis ſincerity in all things. 


mary Fifthiy, Hardnels of heart, ſo frequently menti- 
tenWned and complained of in the ſcripture, is another 
t anFWerii.cnce of the dominion of ſin. But, becauſe 
y foffhere are various degrees alſo hereof, they muſt be 
vs fonſidered, that we may judge aright what of it 
dlebÞ; an evidence of that dominion, and what may 
O Ute conſiſtent with the rule of grace: For it is 
at myſterious evil whereof the beſt men do moſt 
f bs — and whereof the worſt have no ſenſe 
bn tal | 1 
2th | | 
here. C HAP. IV. 
thenfaraneſ of Heart ſpoken to, as an eminent Sign 
untY of Sin's Dominion, aud is ſpewed, that it oug 
Yr to be conſidered as totat or partiai. "1 
un | 


_— — 


e Ardneſs of heart is either total and abſolute; 
Yr or, partial and comparative only. | 
”_ Total hardneſs is either natural and univerſal 3 


Ir, judiciary in ſome particular individuals. | 
— hardneſs 2 blindneſs or obſtinacy of 
he heart in ſin by nature, which is not to be cured 


if 0 
eva 


beg the uſe or application of any outward means. 
f nc ardnefs and impenitent heart, Rom. ii. 3. This 
24, that heart of ſtone; which God in the 

tec | H covenant 
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covenant to take away by the efficacy of his al. 
mighty grace, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. Where this hard. | 
neſs abides uncured, unremoved, there fin is at but 
ſolutely in the throne ; this therefore we do not 
enquire about. 
ſudiciary hardneſs, is either immediately from, 
God ; or, it is by the devil, thro* his permiſſion 
In the firſt way, God is ſaid frequently to har. 
den the hearts of men in their fins, and unto their 
ruin, as he did with Pharaoh: And he dota it in 
general two ways; (1.) By withholding from 
them thoſe ſupplies of light, wiſdom and under. 
ſtanding, without which they cannot underſtand 
their condition, ſee their danger, nor avoid their 
ruin. (2.) By withholding the efficacy of the 
means which they enjoy for their conviction and 
repentance ; yea, and giving them an efficacy 
unto their obduration, Ja. vi. 9, 10. And, 
concerning this divine induration, we may ob- 
ſerve, | 

(1.) That it is the ſevereſt of divine puniſh- 
ments in this world. (2.) That therefore it if 
not executed, but towards thoſe that are habitu 
ally wicked, and fo do, of choice, harden them- 
ſelves in their fins, Rom. i. 26, 28. (3.) For the 
moſt part it reſpects ſome. eſpecial times and ſea- 
ſons, wherein are the turnirg points for eternity, 
(4.) That the condition of thoſe ſo hardned is re- 
medileſs, and their wounds uncurable. 

Where any are thus hardned, there is no que · o f 
ſtion about the dominion of fin. Such an hearth, 
is its throne, its proper ſeat next to hell. * 

There is a judiciary hardneſs, which Satan,. 
thro? God's permiſſion, brings on men, 2 Cor. iu. om 
4. And there are many ways whereby he doth ef- * 
fect it, not here to be inſiſted on. Bud 

| | : 4 
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But there is an hardneſs of heart, that is indeed 
but partial and comparative, whatever appea- 
rance it may make of that which is toral and ab. 
ute, where the enquiry ariſeth, whether it be 
an evidence of the dominion of fin or no. 

There is an hardneſs of heart, which is known 
and lamented in them in whom it is. Hereof the 
Church complains, I/. Ixiii. 17. O Lora, why 
haſt thou Hardned our heart from thy fear? or 
uttered it ſo to be; not healing, not recovering 
dur hardneſs, And there are ſundry things which 
concur in this kind of hardneſs of heart. As, 
1. Want of readineſs to receive divine im preſſi- 
ons from the word of God. When the heart is 
ſoſt and tender, it is alſo humble and corfrite, and 
aeeady to tremble at the word of God. 90 it 
G 1 Is ſaid of Zoſiah, that his heart was tender, and 

Je humbled himſelf before the Lora, when he 
heard his word, 2 Kings xxii. 18, 19. This may 
un. Te wanting in ſome in a great meaſure, and they 

Hay be ſenſible of it. They may find in them» 
elves a great unreadineſs to comply with divine 
arnings, reproofs, calls: They are not affected 
ith the word preached, but ſometimes complain 
hat they fit under it like ſtocks and ſtones: ny 
"Fave not an experience of its power, and are ca 
Into the mould of it. Hereon they apprehend 
hat their hearts are bardned -from the fear of 
od, as the Church complains. There is indeed 
o better frame of heart to be attained in this life, 
han that, whereby it is to the word, as the wax 
o the ſeal, fit and ready to receive impreſſions 
om it; a frame that is tender to receive the 
*Fommunications of the word in all their variety, 
"Þ»hether for reproof, inſtruction or conſolation z. 
zut lad the want hereof is a culpable hardneſs of heart. 
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2. There belongs unto it an affectedneſs wit 
the guilt of fin, as unto the ſorrow and repentance 
that it doth require. There is none in-whor 
there is any ſpark of ſaving grace, but hath a gra 
cious ſorrow: for fin in ſome degree or other; bu 
there is a proportion required between fin an ei 
ſorrow. Great fins require great ſorrows ; a"! 
Porter, on his great ſin, wept bitterly. And all 
eſpecial aggravations of fin, require an eſpecial!) 
ſenſe of them. This the ſcul finds not in itſelf 
It bears the thoughts of ſin, and the rebukes « 
conſcience, without any great concuſſion or re 
morſe, It can paſs over the [charge of fin, with 
out relenting, mourning, diſſolving in fighs and 
tears; arid it cannot but ſay ſometimes thereon 
that its heart is like the adamant or the flint in tl 
rock: this makes many fear, that they are und 
the dominion of fin ; and they fear it the more 
becauſe that fear doth not afteft and humble then 
as it ought. And it mult be granted, that all un 
affectedneſs with fin, all want of humiliation a 
godly forrow upon it, is from an undue hardnelf 
of heart; and they, who are not affected with it 
have great reaſon to be jealous over themſelve: 
as eyen unto their {piritual ſtate and condition. 
3. Of the fame kind, in its meaſure, is unaF: 
ſectedneſs with the ſins of others, among who 
we live, or in whom we are concerned. Toe 
mourn for the fins of others, is a duty highly ar 
roved of God, Ezek. ix. It argues the effeſture, 
ual working of many graces, as zeal for the glorpem: 
of God, compaſſion for the ſouls of men, loyſpror 
to the glory and intereſt of Chriſt in the worldeny 
The want hereof is from hardneſs of heart, anfare | 
it is that which abounds among us. Some finfry « 
not themſelves at all concerned herein, ſome malf vid 
| pretenc 


f Sin and Grace. 53 
vithretences why they need not ſo be, or, that it is 
ane t their duty; what is it unto them how wicked 
home world is? it ſhall anſwer for its own fins. 
gra Nor are they moved when it comes nearer them. 
ui cheir children come to loſſes, ruin, poverty, 
hen they are affected indeed: But fo long as they 
oriſh in the world, be they apoſtates from pro- 
fon, be they enemies to Chriſt, do they avow- 
ly belong unto the world, and walk in the 
ys of it; they are not much concerned, elpe- 
ly if they are not ſcandalouſly profligate. 
ut chis alſo is from hardneſs of heart, which 
ill be bewail'd where grace is vigilant and a- 
ive. : 
4. Want of a due ſenſe of indications of divine 
(pleaſure, is another inſtance of this hardneſs of 
eart, God doth oft-times give ſigns and tokens 
ereof; whether as unto the publick ſtate of the 
hurch in the world, or as unto our own perſons, 
n afflictions and chaſtiſements. In the ſeaſons 
tereof, he expects that our hearts ſhould be ſoft and 
ender,ready to receive impreſſions of his anger,and 
h it@liable therein unto his mind and will. There 
lvehte none whom at ſuch a time he doth more ab- 
in. For, than thoſe who are ſtout-hearted, little re- 
1naÞarding him or the operation of his hands. This 
honfio ſome meaſure may be in believers ; and they may 
Te ſenſible of it, to their ſorrow and humiliation. 
ap] Theſe things, and many more of the like na- 
effeture, proceed from hardneſs of heart, or the 
> lorpemainder of our hardneſs by nature, and are Rear 
lovlpromoters of the intereſt of ſin in us. But where 
orldany perſons are ſenſible of this frame, where they 
anfare humbled for it, where they mourn under and 
finkry out for its removal, it is ſo far from being an 
nak& vidence of the dominion of ſin over them in 
nc whom 
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whom it is, that it is an eminent ſign of the con 
trary; namely, that the ruling power of fin j 
certainly broken and deſtroyed in the ſoul. 
| But there are other inſtances of hardnels of heart, 
which have much more difficulty in them, andif® 
which are hardly reconcilable unto the rule of grace. 
I ſhall mention ſome of them. 

...) Security and- ſenſleſneſs under the guilt off 
great actual fins. I do not ſay this is or can at any 
time be abſolute in any believer ; but ſuch it may 
bez as whereon men may go on at their old pace 
of duties and profeſſion, tho* without any pecu 
liar humiliation, albeit they are under the prove 
king guilt of ſome known fin, with its aggrava 
tions. It will recur upon their minds; and conſci. 
ence (unleſs it be ſeared) will treat» with them a 
bout it: But they pals it over, as that which they 
had rather forget, and wear out of their minds 
than bring things unto their proper iſſue by pat- 
ticular repentance. So it ſeems to have been with 
David after his fin with Barhſmeba. I doubt not 
but that, before the meſſage of God to him bi 
Nathan, he had unpleaſing thoughts of what he 
had done; but there are not the leaſt footſteps inf; 
the ſtory, or any of his prayers, that he laidit 
ſeriouſly to heart, and was humbled for it befor 
This was a great hardneſs of heart, and we kno 
how difficult his recovery from it was; he was ſa. 
ved but as through fire. And where it is ſo wit 
any one, that hath been overtaken with any great 
fin, as drunkenneſs or other folly, that he ſtrive 
to wear it out, to pals it over, to forget it, or giveſ 
himlelf countenance from any reaſoning or confide 
ration againſt the eſpecial ſenſe of it, and humilia 
tion for in; he can, during that ſtate and frame 
have no ſolid evidence that fin hath not the dc 
| mini 
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ninion in him. And let ſuch ſinners be warned, 
ho have ſo paſled over former ſins, until they 
ave utterly loſt all ſenſe of them, or are under 
uch a frame at preſent ; that they recal things to 
nother account, and ſufter no ſuch fin to paſs 
ithout a peculiar humiliation ; or, whatever be 
he final iſſue of things with them, they can have 
o ſolid ground of ſpiritual peace in this world. 


to (2.) There is ſuch a dangerous hardneſs of heart, 
dere the guilt of one fin makes not the ſoul watch- 
againſt another of another ſort. Wherever the 


art is tender, upon a ſurprizal into fin, it will 
ot only watch againſt the returns thereof, or re- 
;pſes into it, but will be made diligent, heedful. 
J careful againſt all other fins whatever. So is it 
ith all that walk humbly under a ſenſe of ſin. 
ut when men in ſuch a ſtate are careleſs, bold 
d riegligent, ſo as that, if they repeat not the 
me = they are eaſily hurried into others; 
Thus was it with 4/a; be was wroth with the 
het that came unto him with a divine meſ- 
ze, and {mote him, and caſt him in priſon, for 
> was in a rage, 2 Chron. xvi. 10. A man'Fould 
Wink, that, when he was recovered out of this 
temper, it might have made him humble and 
achtul againſt other fins : But it was not ſo; 
rit is added, that he oppreſſed ſome of the peo- 
le at the ſame time; and he reſted not there, 
t in his diſeaſe be ſought not to the Lord, but 
to phyſicians: Unto perſecution he added op- 
eſſion, and unto that unbelief, v. 12. Vet, 
withſtanding all this, the heart of 4/a was 
rect with the Lora all his days, 1 Kings xv. 14. 
at is, he had a prevalent ſincerity in him not- 
ithſtanding theſe, miſcarriages: But he was doubt- 
under the power of great hardneſs of * 

| | 0 
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So is it with others in the like caſes, when one f ar 
makes them not careful and watchful againſt angff pr 
ther. As, wnen men have ſtained themſelves wif pr 
intemperance of life, they may fall into exceſ 0 
paſſion in their families and relations, or unto I th. 
neglect of duty, or take any other crooked ſterfÞ dir 
in their walk) This argues a great prevalency db! 
fin in the ſoul: Altho', as we ſee in the exampll ane 
of Aſa, it is not an infallible evidence of its do 
nion; yet of that nature it is, where with divio{ fra 
ace and conſolation are inconſiſtent. wil 
(3-) When men fall into ſuch unſpiritual frame ter 
ſuch deadneſs and decays, as from which they e 
not recoverable by the ordinary means of grace; tbe 
is a certain evidence of hardneſs of heart, and ti bis 
prevalency of fin therein. It is ſo, whether this H/ 
the fault of churches or of particular perſons. TH I 
preaching of the word is the eſpecial divine ordf#"d 
nance for the healing and recovery of backfliderjire! 
in heart or life. Where this will not effect it ifthe 
any, but they will go on frowardly in the wf mil 
of their own hearts, unlels God take ſome ext War 
ordinary courſe with them, they are on the brin's g. 
of ruin, and live on ſovereign grace alone. Vere 
Thus was it with David. After his great fin”! | 
there is no doubt but he attended unto all ord Wit 
nances of divine worſhip, which are the ordinarf. ( 
means of the preſervation and recovery of finne Ima 
from their backſlidings : Howbeit they had nt plea 
this effect upon him; he lived impenitently in Hie 
ſin, until God was pleaſed to uſe extraordina2« 
means in the eſpecial meſſage” of Nathan, and t liſte 
death of his child, for his awakning and fecoverſ or © 
And thus God will deal ſometimes with church} I. 
and perſons, Where ordinary means for their "© | 


covery will not effect it, he will by ſovereign gras fruit 
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end it may be by a concurrence of extraordinary 


wit promiſeth to do, //a. Ivii. 16, 17, 18, 19. 
But where this is truſted unto, in the negle& of 
to Iche ordinary means of healing, feeing there is no 
ſterffl direct promiſe of it, but it is a caſe reſerved pnto 
cy Nabſolute ſovereignty, the end may be bitterneſs 
end ſorrow. 

And let them take heed who are under this 
fame : For altho' God may deliver them, yet it 
will be by terrible things; as Pſal. Ixv. 5. ſuch 
M terrible things as wherein he will rale vengeanceof 
their inventions, Pſal. xcix. 8. tho' he do forgive 
them : So David affirms of himſelf, that God, in 
his dealing with him, had broken all his bones, 
P/al. li. 8. 

I fear this is the preſent caſe of many churches 
and profeſſors at this day. It is evident that they 
arefallen under many ſpiritual decays ; neither have 
the ordinary means of grace, repentance and hu- 
miliation, tho? backed with various providential 
xi warnings, been efficacious to their recovery. It 

inis greatly to be feared that God will uſe ſome ſe- 
vere diſpenſation in terrible things towards them 
for their awakning ; or, which is more dreadful, 
withdraw his preſence from them. 
inal (4.) Of the ſame nature it is, and argues no 
nnelſmall power of this evil, when men fatisfy and 
1 n{pleaſe themſelves in an unmortified, unfruitful pro- 
in Neſſion; a ſevere ſymptom of the dominion of fin. 
linal And there are three things that manifeſt the con- 
4 tf ſiſtency of ſuch a profeſſion with hardneſs of heart, 
verlor are fruits of it therein. ; 

'rchl 1. A neglect of the principal duties of it. Such 
are mortification in themſelves, and uſefulneſs or 
_ fruitfulneſs-towards others. A deficiency and ne- 

| [ _ 
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glect in theſe things, are evident amongit man 


that profeſs religion. It doth not appear that ir 8 
any thing they ſeriouſly endeavour the mortif 
cation of their luils, their pride, cheir paſſion 7 
their love of the world, their inordinate deſuc & 


and ſenſual appetites; they either indulge unt 
them all, or, at leaſt, they maintain not a conllan; 
conflict againſt them: And, as unto uſefulnels i 
the Tuits of righteouſneſs, which are to the prail: 
of God by Jeſus Chriſt, or thoſe good works whic 
are the evidence of a living faith, they are open 
barren in them. Now, whereas thele are the pri. 
cipal dictates of that religion which they do proſe, 
feſs, their neglect of them, their deficiency in them 
proceeds from an hardneſs of heart, overpowe 
ing their light and convictions, And what hal 
long, in ſuch a caſe, ſtop fin out of the throne 
Self pleaſing and fatisfaction in ſuch a profeſſion 
argues a very dangerous ſtate and hat it of mind 
= may have a full dominioff under ſuch a profelÞj 
ion. 
2. The admiſſion of an habitual formality inte 
the performance of religious duties, is of the ſame 
nature. In ſome the power of fin (as we obſerve 
before) prevails unto the negle& and omiſſion q 
ſuch duties; others continue the obſervation, but 
are ſo formal and lifeleſs in them, ſo careleſs as un 
to the exerting or exerciſe of grace in them 
as gives an uncontroulable evidence of the powe 
of ſin, and a ſpiritual ſenſleſneſs of heart, There 
is nothing that the ſcripture doth more frequently y 
/ ahd ſeverely condemn, nor give as a character oe 
hypocrites, than a diligent attendance unto a mulſine 
tiplication of duties, whillt the heart is not 7 41 


warm 
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NarmChurch of Lacaicea; and God pronounceth 
'S moſt ſevere ſentence againſt all that are guilty of 
t, Ia. xxix. 13, 14. Yet thus it may be with ma- 
; and that / chus it hath been with them, many 
o manifeſt by their open apoſtaſy, which is the 
ommon event of this frame and courſe long con- 
Sinued in: for ſome, in the daily performance of 
'S:licious duties, for a ſeaſon do exerciſe and pre- 
1S:rve their gitts; but, there being no exercile of 
race in them, after a while thoſe gifts alſo do wi- 
her and decay. They are under the power of the 
ril whereof we treat, namely, an hard and 
{leſs heart, that can approve of themſelves in 
ch a lifeleſs, heartleſs profeſſion of religion, and 
performance of the duties thereof. 

z. When men grow ſenſleſs under the diſpenſa- 
Ion of the word, and do not at all profit by it. 
The general ends for preaching the word unto be- 
Yevers are, (1.3 The increaſe of ſpiritual light, 
mowledge and underſtanding in them. (2.) The 
r1owth of grace enabling to obedience. (3.) Holy 
xcitation of grace by impreſſions of its power in 
Je communication of the mind, will, love and 
ice of God unto our ſouls; which is attended 
ith, (4.) An impreſſion on the aftections, re- 
F:wing and making them more holy and heavenly 

ntinually ; with, ( 5.) Direction and adminiſtra» 

on of ſpiritual ſtrength againſt temptations and 
rruptions; and, (6.) Fruitfulneſs in the works 
Id duties of obedience. 
where men can abide under the diſpenſation of 

e word, without any of theſe effects on their 
MYFTinds, conſciences or lives; they are greatly hard- 
2 d by the deceitfulneſs of fin ; as, Heb. iii. 12, 13. 

orq; is caſe is ſtated. Now, whether this be, 
uke 1. From that careleſneſs and ſecurity which is 
2 12 grown 


mu 
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- doth juſtly expreſs his indignation, by withhold. 


grown on all ſorts of perlons, againſt which God 


ing che power and efficacy of his word, in its ad- 
miniſtration, from them : Or, 

2. From an increaſe of an unſanctified light and 

its, which fill men with high thoughts of them. Ina 
Lives, and keep them off from that humble frame 
which alone is teachable : Or, 

3. From a loſs of all due reverence unto the 
miniitry, as God's ordinance for all the ends of the 
word, with a ſecret fortification of conſcience by 
prejudices againlt its power, from the ſuggeſtions 
of Saran: Or, 

4. From che love of fin, which the heart would 
ſhelter and ſecure from the efficacy of the word; 
or from what other. cauſe ſoever it be, it proceeds 
_ a dangerous hardneſs of heart, from the power 
of ſin. 

Where this is the ſtate of the minds of men, itt 
where this hardneſs is thus prevalent in them, Ifſeg; 
do not, no man can give them aſlurance that finfſpri 
hath not the dominion in them. But, becauſe alt 
theſe things are capable of various degrees, it mayſſſcer 
not be concluded abſolutely from any, or all off 1 
them in any degree, that ſo it is. But this we maybe 
{afely conclude, (t.) Thar it is impoſſible for anyfſwh 
man in whom this evil frame is found in any deſſcau 

ree, and not ſincerely endeavoured againſt, toff ( 

eep any true ſolid peace with God, or in his ownJAn 
foul : What ſeems to be fo in him is but a ruinoufreſt 
ſecurity. (2.) That this is the high road untgſts 
final obduration and impenitency ; and thereforeſthe 
(3.) It is the preſent duty of thoſe who have amin 
care of their ſouls, to ſhake themſelves out of thigOr 
duſt, and not to give themſelves any reſt, untiſſſin, 
they are entred into the paths of recovery. Thi un 

Calls 
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s of God for a return unto ſuch backſliders in 
cart are multiplied, the reaſons for it and motives. 
to it are innumerable ; this ought never to de- 
art from their minds, that without it they ſhall 
ernally periſh, and know not how ſoon they 
nay be overtaken with that deſtruction. 
Thus far have we proceeded in the enquiry, 
hether {in bath the dominion in us or no? There 
are on the other fide many evidences of the rule 
of grace, ſufficient to diſcard the pleas and pre- 
nces of fin unto the throne ; But the conſide - 
nion of them is not my preſent deſign. I have 
only examined the pleas of fin, which render the 
enquiry difficult, and the caſe dubious; and' they 


Irie all from the actings of fin in us, as it fights 


zpainſt the ſoul, which is its proper and conſtant 
work, 1 Pet. ii. 11, 12. It doth ſo againſt the 
ſign of the law, which is to live to God]; againſt 
the order and peace of it, which it diſturbs ; and 
againſt its eternal bleſſedneſs, which it would de- 
prive it of, The examination of the pretences in- 
liſted on, may be of ſome uſe to them that are fin- 
cere. 

But, on the other hand, there are uncontroula- 
ble evidences of the dominion of ſin in men, ſome 
whereof I ſhall mention, and only mention, be- 
caule they need neither proof nor illuſtration. 

(I.) It is fo where fin hath poſſeſſed the will, 
And it hath poſſeſſed the will, when there are no 
reſtraints from ſinning taken from its nature, but 
Its conſequents only. (z.) When men proclaim 
their ſins, and hide them not; when they boaſt 
in them, and of them, as it is with multitudes : 
Or, (3.) Approve of themſelves in any known 
in, wichout renewed repentance ; as drunkenneſs, 


Juncleanneſs, ſwearing and the like: Or, (4.) Live 


18 


— — — — 


62 A Treniiſe of the Dominion 


in the negle& of religious duties in their cloſets 
and families; whence all their publick attendance 
unto them is but hypocriſy : Or, (5.) Have an“ 
enmity to true holineſs, and the power of godli. 
neſs : Or, (6.) Are viſible apoſtates from profeſ. Ig. 
ſion; eſpecially if they add, as is uſual, perſecu- * 
tion to their apoſtaſy: Or, (7:) Are ignorant oft 
the ſanctiſying principles of the goſpel and chriſti. 
an religion: Or, (8.) Are deſpiſers of the means 
of converſion: Or, (g.) Live in ſecurity under 
open providential warnings and calls to repentance; 
Or, (10.) Are enemies in their minds unto the true 
intereſt of Chriſt in the world. Where theſe thing 
and the like are found, there is no queſtion what 
it is that hath dominion,and bears mb in the minds 
of men. This all men may eaſily know, as the 
apolile declares, Rom. vi. 16. 


CHAP, III. 


The third Enquiry handled, viz. What is the Al. 
ſurance given us, and what are the Ground. 
thereof, that Sin ſhall not have Dominion over 
us ? 

The Ground of this Aſſurance is, That we are P. 
not under the Law, but Grace. The Force of 
this Reaſon ſhewea, viz. How the Law dot 
not acſtroy the Dominion of Sin; and how 
Grace dethrones Sin, and gives Dominion over it. 


AND thus much hath been ſpoken unto the 
the ſecond _ propoſed at the entrance of 
this diſcourſe ; namely, an enquiry, Whether ſin 
have the dominion in any of us or no? I proceed 
unto that which offers itſelf from the words in d 


the third place; What is the aſſurance given * 
| an 


hole 


| þeying ſpiritual life and ſtrength unto the Church. 


of Sin and Grace. 63 
and what are che grounds of it, that fin ſhall not 
tave dominion over us? which lies in this, that 
we are not under ihe law, but under grace. 

Where men are engaged in a conſtant conflict 
zpainlt ſin; where they look upon it, and judge 
i their chiefelt enemy, which contends with them 
for their ſouls and their eternal ruin; where they 
have experience of its power and deceit, and, 
thro? the efficacy of them, have been often ſhaken 
in their peace and comfort; where they have been 


Jeady to deſpond, and ſay, they ſhall one day 


periſn under their powers: It is a goſpel- word, 
1 word of good tidings, that gives them aſſu- 
ance, that it ſhall never have minion over 
hem. 

The ground of this aſſurance is, that believers 
re not under the law, but under grace. And 
he force of this reaſon we may manifeſt in ſome 
ew inſtances. 

Firſt, The la giveth no ſtrength againſt fin 
nto them that are under it ; but grace doth. Sin 
ill neither be caſt nor kept out of its throne, 
but by a ſpiritual power, and ſtrength in the ſoul, 
o oppoſe, conquer and dethrone it. Where it is 
ot conquered, it will reign ; and conquered it 
ill not be, without a mighty prevailing power : 
his the /aww will not, cannot give. | 

The /aw is taken two ways: (T.) For the 
revelation of the mind and will of 

od in the o teſtament. In this ſenſe it had 
race in it, and ſo did give both life, and light, 
nd ſtrength againſt fin, as the Pſalmiſt declares, 
al. xix. 7, 8, 9. In that ſenſe it contained not 
nly the law of precepts, but the promiſe alſo, 
1d the covenant, which was the means of con- 
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In this ſenſe it is not here ſpoken of, nor is ar 
where oppoſed unto grace. (2.) For the coy, 
nant-rule of perfect obedience ; Do this, and linf h 
In this ſenſe men are ſaid to be under it, in opp t 
ſition unto being under grace. They are unde 
its power, rule, conditions and authority as a off tf 
venant. And in this ſenſe all men are under iff b. 
who are not inſtated in the new covenant thr :. 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, who ſets up in them an 
over them the rule of grace. For all men nuff c 
be one way or other under the rule of God; an ur 
he rules only by the /aw, or by grace: And no, 
can be under both at the ſame time. * 
In this ſenſe the law was never ordained q en 
God to convey grace or ſpiritual ſtrength uni ſti 
the ſouls of men: Had it been ſo, the promiſe an 0 
the goſpel had been needleſs. F there had les 
a lau given which could have given life, veril 
righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the Jaw, Ga 
iii. 21. If it could have given life or ſtrength, 
would have produced righteouſneſs, we ſhou 
have been ;aſtified by it. It diſcovers fin and cor ſe 
demns it, but gives no ſtrength to oppoſe i 4. 
It is not God's ordinance for the dethroning & en 
fin, nor for the deſtruction of its dominion. tio 
This law falls under a double confiderationff iti 
but in neither of them was deſigned to give pouſ ju 
or ſtrength againſt fin. 
iſt, As it was given unto mankind in the ſtaff ,. 
of innocency. And it did then abſolutely anf ne 
exactly declare the whole duty of man, whatevy| it 
God in his wiſdom and holineſs did require of 
It was God's ruling of man according to t 
-principle of the righteouſneſs wherein he w 
created. But it gave no new aids againft tir 
nor was there any need that fo it ſhould do. 
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was not the ordinance of God to adminiſter new 


J or more grace unto man, but to rule and govern 
him according to what he had received. And 
I this it continueth to do for ever. It claims and 


continues a rule over all men, according to what 
they had, and what they have. But it never 
had power to bar the entrance of fin, or to caſt 
it out when it is once enthroned. 

24ly, As it was renewed and injoined unto the 
Church of 1/rae} on mount Sinai, and with them 
unto all that would join themſelves unto the Lord 
out of the nations of the world. Yet neither 
was it then, nor as ſuch, deſigned unto any ſuch 
end, as to deſtroy or dethrone fin, by an admini- 
{tration of ſpiritual ſtrength and grace, It had 
ſome new ends given then unto it, which it had 
not in its original conſtitution ; the principal 
whereof was, to drive men to the promiſe and 
Chriſt therein: And this it doth by all the acts 
and powers of it on the ſouls of men. As it diſ- 
covers ſin, as it irritates and provokes it by its 


Y ſeverity, as it judgeth and condemneth it, as it 


d-nounceth a curſe on ſinners, it drives unto this 
end. For this was added of grace in the renova- 
tion of it ; this new end was given unto it: In 
itſelf it bath nothing to do with ſinners, but to 


judge, curſe, and condemn them. 


There is therefore no help to be expected a- 
gainſt the dominion of fin from the law, It was 
never ordained of God unto that end; nor doth 


neceſſary unto that end, Rom. viii. 3. 
Whereſore thoſe who are under the law, are 
under the dominion of ſin. The law is holy, but 
it cannot make them boly, who have made them- 
ſelves unholy: It is * but it cannot make _ 
03 
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ſo; it cannot juſtify them whom it doth condemn: 
It is good, but can do them no good, as unto 
their deliverance from the power of fin ; God 
hath not appointed it unto that end. Sin wil 
never be dethroned by it; it will not give place 
unto the law, neither in its title, nor its power. 
Thoſe who are under the law, will at ſome 
ſeaſons endeavour to ſhake off the yoke of fin, 
and reſolve to be no longer under its power: Ag, 
1. When the law prelfec on their conſcience 
perplexing and diſquieting of them. The com- 
mandment comes home unto them, fin reviverh, 
and they ie, Rom. vii. 9, 10. that is, it give; 
power to fin to ſlay the hopes of the ſinner,-ahd 
to diſtreſs him with the apprehenſion of - guilt and 
death: For the ſtrength of ſin is the Jaw, 1 Cor, 
xv. 56. The power it hath to diſquiet and con- 
demn finners, is in and by the law. When it is 


thus with ſinners, when the law preſſeth them with]; 


a ſenſe of the guilt of fin, and deprives them of al 
reſt and peace in their minds; they will reſolve 
to caſt off the yoke of fin, to relinquiſh its ſer- 
vice, that they may be freed from the urgency of 
the law on their conſciences ; and they will en- 
deavour it in ſome inſtances of duty, and abſti- 
tence from fin. 

2. They will do the fame under ſurprizals with 
ſickneſs, pain, dangers, or death itſelf. Then 
they will cry, and pray, and promile to reform, 


and ſet about it, as they ſuppoſe, in good earneſt, 


This caſe is fully exemplified, Pſal. Ixxvili. 43, 


34, 35, 36, 37. and it is manifeſt in daily expe- I 
- rience amongſt multitudes. There are few who 


are ſo ſeared and profligate, but at ſuch ſeafons 
they will think of returning to God, of relin- 
quiſhing the ſervice of fin, and vindicating _ 
2 elves 
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elves from under its dominion. And in ſome it 

emn:F..orketh a laſting change, tho? no real converſion 
untof goth enſue. But, with the moſt, this gooZne/3 is 
* as the morning cloua, and as the early dew, ſo 
1 Wi eth it away. | 
place pol The 234 effect is produced in many by the. 

I preaching of the word. Some arrow of convicti- 
on is faſtned in their minds, whereon their former 
ways diſpleaſe them; and they judge it is better 
for them to change the courſe of their lives, and 
to relinquiſh the ſervice of fin. Theſe reſolutions 
Jor the moſt part abide with them, according to 
the ſociety which they have or fall into: Good 
zireiſſſociety may much help them in their reſolves for 
'ahd 2 time; x 9 by that which is evil and corrupt 
andthey are otefonghy extinguiſhed. ; 
Cor, 4. Sometimes merciful, endearing providences 
con. will have the ſame effect on the minds of men, 
It u not obdurate in fin. Such are deliverances from 
with imminent dangers, ſparing the lives of near rela- 
b Al tions, and the like. 
olve] In ſuch ſeaſons, men under the law will attend 
ler. ſunto their convictions, and endeavour for a while 
y olſto ſhake off the yoke of ſin. They will attend 
en · unto what the law faith, under whoſe power they 
oſti· are, and endeavour a compliance therewith ; 
% [many duties ſhall be performed, and many evils 
vithſabſtained from, in order to the quitting themſel ves 
hen of ſin's dominion. But, alas, the law cannot en- 
"MJ able» them hereunto: It cannot give them life 
eſt. and ſtrength to go through with what their con- 
3 Jvictions preſs them unto ; thereſore, aſter. a while, 
Pe- they begin to faint and wax weary in their pro- 


ho rels, and at lengih give quite over. It may be 
duns they may break off from ſome great fins in par- 
* | WS ticular ; 
m- 
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ticular; but ſhake oft the whole dominion of he 
fin they cannot. or 

It is otherwiſe with them that are under grace, þ 1 
Sin ſhall not have dominion over them; ſtrength hut 
ſhall be adminiſtred unto them to dethrone it. 

Grace is a word of various acceptations in the ſig! 
ſcripture, As we are here ſaid to be under it, ho 
and as it is oppoſed unto the law, it is uſed or 
taken for the goſpel, as it is the inſtrument of 
God for the communication of himſelf, and his 
grace by Jeſus Chriſt, unto thoſe that do believe; 
with that ſtate of acceptation with himſelf, which 
they are brought into thereby, Rom. v. 1, 2. 
Whereſore to be under grace, is to have an in- 
tereſt in the goſpel covenant -and ſtate, with a 
right unto all the privileges and benefits thereof; 
to be brought under the adminiſtration of grace Po 
by Jeſus Chriſt, to be a true behever, 

But the enquiry hereon is, How it follows from It 
kence, that fin ſhall not have dominion over us; Is. 
that fin cannot extend its territories and rule into 
that ſtate; and in what ſenſe this is affirmed ? 

1. Is it that there ſhall be no fin in them any 
more? Even this is true in ſome ſenſe. Sin, asþ 
Into its condemning power, hath no place in 
this ſtate, Ros. viii. 1. All the fins of them that 
believe are expiated or done away, as to the guilt 
of them, in the blood of Chriſt, Heb. i. 2. 1 John ſitle 
i, 7. This branch of the dominion of fin, which fre; 
conſiſts in its condemning power, is utterly caſt for 
out of this ſtate, But fin, as unto its being and}f i 
operation, doth till continue in believers whilſt Frei 
they are in this world: They are all ſenſible of it. ic 
Thoſe who deceive themſelves with a contrary þit! 
apprehenſion, are moſt of all under the power ofp d 
it, 1 John i. 8. Wherefore, to be freed 2 1 
the 


of Sin and Grace, :6g 
1 offlhe dominion of ſin, is not to be freed abſolutely 
om all fin, ſo as that it ſhould in no ſenſe abide 
"ace, h us any more: This is not to be under grace, 
1gth ſhut to be in glory. 
2. Is it that fin, tho? it abides, yet it ſhall not 
| the ſight nor contend for dominion in us? That this 
it, otherwiſe, we have before declared; ſcripture, 
d the univerſal experience of all that believe, 
o teſtify the contrary : So doth the aſſurance here 
ven us, that it ſhall not obtain that dominion. 
or, if it did not contend for it, there could be 
o grace in this promiſe. There is none in deli- 
erance from that whereof we are in no danger. 
But the aſſurance here given is built on other 
onfiderations ; whereof the firſt is, That the goſ- 
eof ; hel is the means ordained, and inſtrument uſed by 
race Pod for the communication of ſpiritual ſtrength 
nto them that believe, for the dethroning of ſin. 
rom It is the power of God unto ſalvation, Rom. i. 
;$6. that whereby and wherein he puts forth his 
ower unto that end. And fin mult be really 
throned by the powerful acting of grace in us, 
d that in a way of duty in ourſelves. We are 
bſolved, quitted, freed from the rule of fin, as 
nto its pretended right and title, by the promiſe 
the goſpel: For thereby are we freed and diſ- 
puilt fharged from the rule of the law, wherein all the 
/ohnfitle of fin unto dominion is founded; for the 
hich Frengeh of ſin is the lau. But we are freed 
caſt om it, as unto its internal power, and exerciſe 
and if its dominion, by internal ſpiritual grace and 
hilſt frength in its due exerciſe. Now, this is commu- 
f it. ſicated by the goſpel ; it gives life and power, 
rary fith ſuch continual ſupplies of grace, as are able 
er ofþ dethrone ſin, and for ever to prohibite its return. 
rom] This then is the preſent — ſuppoſed and de- 
the | termined 
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Church of God, until all communication of effica 
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termined by the apoſtle. You that are believers 
are all of you conflicting with fin: You find it 
always. reſtleſs and diſquieting, ſometimes ſtrong 
and powerful : When it is in conjunction with any 
urgent temptation, you are afraid it will utterly 
prevail over you to the ruin of your ſouls: Hence 
you are wearied with it, grone under it, and cry 
out for deliverance from it. All theſe things thelff 
Apoſite at large inſiſts on in this and the next chap- 
ter. But now, faith he, be of good comfort, 
Notwithſtanding all theſe things, 2nd all your fe: 
upon them, ſin ſhall not prevail, it ſhall not hay: 
the dominion, it ſhall never ruine your ſouls. Bu 
what ground have we for this hope? What aſſu. 
rance of this ſucceſs ? This you have, faith the 
Apoſite, you are not under the lau, but under 
grace, or the rule of the grace of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, adminiſtred in the goſpel. But, how doth 
this give relief? Why, it is the ordinance, the in- 
ſtrument of God, which he will uſe unto this end 
namely, the communication of ſuch ſupplies off 
grace and ſpiritual ſtrength gs ſhall eternally deſeat 
the dominion of ſin. a 
This is one principal difference between the lauf 
and the goſpel, and was ever ſo eſteemed in the. 


\ 
t 
h 


cious grace began to be called in queſtion. The 
law guides, directs, commands all things that are 
againſt the intereſt and rule of fin : It judgeth and 


condemneth both the things that promote it, and J. 
the perſons that do them : It irightens and terri he 
a 


fies the conſciences of thoſe who are under its de 
minion. But if you ſhall ſay unto it, What thenf'*Y 
ſhalt we do ? this tyrant, this enemy, is too harq or. 
for us: What aid and aſiſtance againſt it will it aff**P 
ford unto us? What power will it communicatg*ar 
unte 
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Into its deſtruction? Here the law is utterly ſilent, 
x {ays, that nothing of this nature is committed 
unto it of God. Nay, the ſtrength it hath, it 
gives unto fin for the condemnation of the ſinner ; 
the ſtrength fin is the law. 
| But the goſpel, or the grace of it, is the means 
and inſtrument of God for the communication of 
nternal ſpiritual ſtrength unto believers. By it do 
hey receive ſupplies of the Spirit, or aigs of grace, 
r the ſubduing of fin, and the deſtruction of its 
Wominion ; by it they may fay, they can do all 
hings thro* him that enables x (ha Hereon then 
aſſo ſpends in the firſt place. the aſſurance of the A. 
the aflertion, that ſi: all not have the domini- 
n over us, becauſe we are under grace. We are 
| ſuch a ſtate, as wherein we have ſupplies in 
goth $eadivels to defeat all the attempts of fin for rule 
nd dominion in us. 


Tre not in this ſtate ; for they do not find ſuc 

ofeafopplies of ſpiritual ſtrength and grace as to give 
hem a conqueſt over fin. ' They are ſtill perpſex- 
d with it, and it is ready to invade the throne 


* their minds, if it be not already poſſeſſed of it. 
F.ca$\berefore they fear leſt they are ftrangers from 
Thchbe grace of the goſpel. 


* anſwer hereunto, the things enſuing are pro- 
oOled. b 


go hat it is, and wherein it doth conſiſt, as ſome 
thechay Pleaſe themſelves whilſt their condition is de- 
orable, as it is with the moſt; ſo others may be 
rplexed in their minds without juſt cauſe. A 
Sear diſtinction between the rebellion of ſin, and 

N 


But ſome may ſay hereon, they greatly fear the | 


1. Remember what hath been declared concer- 
Ing the dominion of fin. If it be not known 
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the domit on oſ fin, is a great advantage unto ſpi the 


ritual r . 

2. Conſider the ends for which aids of gra 
are granted and communicated by the goſpel 
Now, this is not that fin may at once be utter! 
deſtroyed and conſumed in us, that it ſhould hay 
no being, motion or power in us any more: TH. 
work is reſerved for glory, in the full redemptio 
of body and foul, which we here do but gron 
after. But it is given unto us for this end, th; 
ſin may be fo crucified and mortified in us, th; 
is, ſo gradually weakned and deſtroyed, as th 
it ſhall not ruine ſpiritual life in us, obſtruct its ne 
ceſſary acting in duties, and prevalency again 
ſuch fins as would diſannul the covenant-relatio 
between God and our fouls. Whilſt we hay 
ſupplies of it which are ſufficient unto this end 
altho? our conflict with fin doth continue, althe 
we are perplexed by it, yet we are under gra 
and fin ſhall have no more dominion over 
This is enough for us, that fin ſhall be gradual 
deſtroyed, and we ſhall have a ſufficiency of grad, 
in all occaſions to prevent its ruling prevalenc 

3. Live in the faith of this ſacred truth, and: 
ver keep alive in your fouls expectation of ſuj 
plies of grace ſuitable thereunto. It is of the n 
ture of true and ſaving faith, inſeparable from it 
to believe that the goſpel is the way of God's ac 
miniſtration of grace for the ruin of fin. He tha 
believes it not, believes not the goſpel itſelf, which ar 
is the power of God unto falvation, Roz. i. if 
If we live, and walk, and act as if we had nothinſtha 
to truſt unto but ourſelves, our own endeavou My 
our own reſolutions, and that in our perplexitig on 
and ſuprizals, it is no wonder if we are not ſenlf, .- 
ble of — of divine grace; moſt probably 
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© are nder the lau, and not der 75400 This is 
o ſpiſ the fundamental principle of the goſpel-ſtate, that 
we live in expectation of continual communicati- 
ons of life, grace and ſtrength from Jeſus Chriſt, 
oho is our fe, and from whoſe fulneſi due receive, 
ter and grace for grace. We may therefore in this 
bav ſe continually expoſtulate with our ſouls, as 
T Pavi doth ; Why go you mourning becauſe of 
Ptlaſſ the oppreſſion of the enemy? Why are you caſt 
ron gown, and why are you dilquieted within us? Still 
hope in God, he is the health of my countenance. 
ye may be ſenſible of great oppreſſion from the 
_ "Mpower of this enemy; this may cauſe us to go 
3 VB nourning all the day long, and in ſome ſenſe it 
ami ought ſo to do: Howbeit we ought not hence to 
zie ſpond, or to be caſt down ſrom our duty or 
bav,ur comfort; ſtill we may truſt in God thro? 
eng Chriſt, and live in continual expectation of ſuch 
piritual reliefs as ſhall aſſuredly preſerve us from 
be dominion of fin. This faith, hope and ex 
tation we are called unto by the goſpel. And when 
they are not cheriſhed, when they are not ke 
Sup unto a due exerciſe, all things will go back- 
ard in our ſpititual condition. 
4. Make eſpecial application unto the Lord 
hriſt, unto whom the adminiſtration of all ſpiri- 
wal ſupplies is committed, for the communication 
im Hof them unto you, according unto all eſpecial 
S Moccaſions. Hath fin got the advantage of a 
1 powerſul temptation, ſo as that it ſeems to put 
"Jhard for dominion in the ſoul, as it was with 
ris bu under the buffetings of Satan, when he had 
that anſwer from God upon his reiterated prayer, 
a0 grace is ſufficient for thee, 1in ſhall not have 
XI ominion over thee? Hath it by its deceitfuly 
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makes it forgetful of duties, negligent in them, 9 
without ſpiritual delight in their performance} 
Hath it almoſt habituated the ſoul unto careleſg, 
and corrupt inclinations unto the love of, or con 
formity to, the world? Doth it take advantagꝗ the 
from our darkneſs and confuſion under troublesf 1 
diſtreſſes or temptations? On theſe and the lik: 
occaſions it is required, that we make eſpecial 
tervent application unto the Lord Chriſt, for ſuct 
{ſupplies of grace as may be ſufficient and efficaci 
ous to controul the power of fin in them all. This 
under the conſideration of his office and authori 
ty unto this end, his grace and readineſs fron 
eſpecial inducements, we are directed unto, Heb 
Iv. 14, 15, 16. 

5. Remember always the way and method o 
the operations of divine grace, and ſpiritual aids 
It is true, in our firſt converſion to God, we are 
as it were ſurprized by a mighty act of ſovereig 
grace, changing our hearts, renewing our minds 
and quickning us with a principle of ſpiritual life 
Ordinarily many things are required of us in a wa 
of duty in order thereunto; and many previou 
operations of grace in our minds in illumination nat 
and the ſenſe of ſin, do materially and paſſivel 
_ diſpoſe us thereunto, as wood, when it is dried, Au 
diſpoſed to firing: But the work itſelf is perforq} ( 
med by an immediate act of divine power, withqpof 
out any active co-operation on our parts. Buſſthe 
this is not the law or rule of the communications 
or operation of actual grace, for the ſubduing off, 
ſin: It is given in a way of concurrence with us 
in the diſcharge of our duties; and, when we are 
ſedulous in them, we may be ſure we ſhall notf 
fail of divine aſſiſtance according to the eſtabliſhec 

rule oſ the adminiſtration of goſpel- grace. If 12 lies 
0 or 
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fore we complain that we find not the aids mentio- 
ned, if at the ſame time we are not diligent in at- 
tendance unto all the duties whereby fin may be 
mortified in us, we are exceedingly injurious to © 
J the grace of God. | 
es Wherefore, notwithſtanding this objection, the 
truth ſtands firm, That ſin ſpall not have do- 
minion over us, becauſe we are not under the law, 
ut under grace; becauſe of the ſpiritual aids that 
ire adminiſtred by grace for its mortification and 
eſtruction. 
Secondly, The law gives no liberty of any kind; 
t genareth unto bondage, and fo cannot free us 
rom any dominion, not that of ſin : For this muſt 
be by liberty. But this we have alſo by the goſ- 
jel. There is a two-fold liberty; (1.) Of ſtate 
and condition; ( 2.) Of internal operation. And 
Awe have both by the goſpel. The firſt conſiſts 
in our deliverance from the law and its curſe, with 
things which claim a right againſt us by vertue 
hereof ; that is, Satan, death and hell. Out 
ff this ſtate, from whence we can never be delive- 
viousted by the law, we are tranſlated by grace into a 
tongitate of glorious liberty: For, by it the Son makes 
Jus free, and we receive the Spirit of Chriſt. Now, 
d, Mu here the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty, 
for Cor. iii. 17. This liberty Chriſt proclaims in he 
vithÞ,ofpel unto all that do believe, Ia. Ixi. 1. Hereon 
Butthey who hear and receive the joyful ſound, are 
ationgliſcharged from all debts, bonds, accounts, rights 
13 oſpnd titles, and are brought into a ſtate of perſect 
a Vreedom. In this ſtate * can lay no claim to 
Pominion over any one ſoul: They are gone over 
into the kingdom of Chriſt, and out from the 
power of ſin, Satan and darkneſs. Herein indeed 
lies the foundation of 1 aſſured freedom _ 
- rac 
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the rule of fin: It cannot make an incurſion on 
the kingdom of Chriſt, ſo as to carry away any of 
its ſubjects into a ſtate of fin and darkneſs again. 
And av intereſt in this {tate ought to be pleaded 
again't all the attempts of fin, Rom. vi. 1, 2. There 
is nothing more to be deteſted, than that any one 
wo is Chrilt's free- man, and dead to the power o 
ſin, ſnould give place again unto any of its pretences 
to, or endeavours for rule. 

Again, there is an internal liberty, which is the 
freedom of the mind from the inward powerful 
chains of ſin, with an ability to act all the power 
and faculties of the foul in a gracious manner 
Hereby is the power of fin in the foul deſtroyed: 
And this alſo is given us in the goſpel. There is 
power adminiſtred in it to live unto God, and tc 


walk in all his commandments. And this alſo givegl / 


evidence unto the truth of the apoſtle's aſſertation 
Thiraly, The law doth not ſupply us wit 
effeftual motives and encouragements to endeavour 
the ruin of the dominion of fin in a way of duty 
which mult be done, or in the end it will prevail 
It works only by fear and dread, with threatnin 
and terrors of deſtruction. For altho? it ſays alſo 
Do this aud live; yet withal it diſcovers ſuch at 
impoſſibility in our nature to comply with its co 
mands in the way and manner wherein it enjoir 
them, that rhe very promiſe of it becomes a mat 
ter of terror, as including the contrary ſentence 
death upon our failure in its commands, No 
theſe things enervate, weaken and diſcourage th 
ſoul in its conflict againſt fin : They give it n 
life, activity, cheerfulneſs or courage in what the 
undertake. Hence thoſe who engage themſelve 
Into an oppoſition unto fin, or a relinquiſhme 
of its ſervice, merely on the motives of the la 
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do quickly ſamt and give over. We ſee it ſo with 
many every day. One day they will forſake all 


in, in, their beloved fin, with the company and oc- 


cahons inducing them thereunto ; the law bath 
kighted them with divine vengeance : And ſome- 
times they proceed fo far in this reſolution, they 
ſeem to have eſcaped the pollution of the world ; 
yet ſoon again they return to their former ways and 
ſollies, 2 Per. ii. 20, 21, 22. Their gooaneſs is ag the 
morning-cloud, and as the early dew ſo paſſeth it 
way. Or, if they do not return to waltow in 
the ſame mire of their former pollutions, they be- 
take themſelves to the ſhades of ſome ſuperſtitious 


Jobſervances; as it is in the papacy. For they open- 
is iy ſucceed into the room of the Fezezs, who being 


ignorant of the righteouſneſs of God, and not 


ivey ſabmitting thereunto, went about variouſly 70 


eſtabliſh their 6wn righteouſneſs, as the apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Roz. x. 3, 4. For in that apoſtate church, 


{ where men are wrought on by the terrors of the 
Ju to relinquiſh fin, and ſet themſelves in o 


ſition unto its power, finding themſelves altoge- 
ther unable to doit by the works of the law itſelf, 
which muſt be perfectly holy ; they berake them- 
ſelves to a number of ſuperſtitions obſervances, 
which they truſt unto, in the room of the law, 
with its commands and duties. But the law makes 
nothing perfect, nor are the motives it gives for 
the ruin of the intereſt of fin in us, able to bear 
us ont, and carry us through that undertaking. 

But the motives and encouragements given by 
grace to endeavour the utter ruin of fin ina way 
of duty, are ſuch as give liſe, cheerfulneſs, courage 


and perſeverance; they continuilly animate, relieve 


and revive the foul in all its work and duty, 
keeping it from fainting and deſpondency : -” f 
: | the 
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they are all taken from the love of God and of 
Chriſt, from the whole work and end of his me. 
diation, from the ready aſſiſtances of the holy 
Ghoſt, from all the promiſes of the goſpel, from 
their own wich other believers experiences, all 
giving them the higheſt aſſurance of final fuccels 
and victory. When the ſoul is under the influen- 
c2s of theſe motives, whatever difficulty and op. 
poſition it mee's withal from ſolliciting temptati- 
ons or ſurprizals, it will renew its ſtrength, it 
will run and not be weary, it will walk aud not 
faint, according to the promiſe, I/ xl. 31. 
Fourthiy, Chriſt is not in the law, he is not 
propoſed in it, not communicated by it; we are 
not made partakers of him thereby. This is the 
work of grace, of the goſpel. In it is Chriſt re. 
vealed, by it he is propoſed and exhibited unto us; 
thereby are we made partakers of him, and all 
the benefits of his mediation. And he it is alone 
who came to, and can deſtroy this work of the 
devil. The dominion of fin is the complement 
ef the works of the devil, where all his deſigns 
centre. This the S of God was manifeſted to 
deſtroy. He alone ruines the kingdom of Satan, 
whoſe power is acted in the rule of fin. Where- 
fore, hereunto our aſſurance of this comfortable 
truth is principally reſolved ; and what Chriſt 
hath done, and doth for this end, is a great part 
of the ſubject of goſpel-revelation. 

The like may be ſpoken of the communication 
of the holy Spirit, which is the only principal eſ- 
ficient caule of the ruin of the dominion of fin : 
For, «where the Spirit of Chriſt is, there is liber- 
ty, and nowhere elle. But we receive this Spirit, 
not by the works of the law, bt by the hearing 


of faith, Gal. iii. 2. 
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6 CHAP. VE 
The Practical Obſervations drawn from, and 
Application made of, the whole Text. 


Hing opened the words, and made ſome im- 

provement of them; I ſhall now take one 
or two obſervations from the deſign of them, and 
iſſue the whole in a word of application. 

OL. I. It is an unſpeakable mercy and. privilege 
to be delivered from the dominion of fin. As 
ſuch it is here propoſed by the apoſtle, as ſuch it 
is eſteemed by them that believe. Nothing is 
more ſweet, precious and valuable unto a foul 
conflicting with fin and temptation, than to hear 
that fin ſhall not have the dominion over them. 
Ah, what would ſome give that it might be ſpo- 
ken unto them with power, ſo as that they might 
ſtedfaſtly believe it, and have the comfort of it! 
Fools, make a mock of ſin, and ſome glory in the 
ſervice of it, which is their ſhame ; but thoſe who 
underſtand any thing aright, either of what is 
preſent or what is to come, do know that this 
freedom from its dominion is an invaluable mercy, 
And we may conſider the grounds which evidence 
it ſo to be. | 

Firſt, It _— ſo to be from the cauſes of it. 
Tt is that which no man can by his own power, 
and the utmoſt of his endeavours, attain unto. 
Men by them may grow rich, or wiſe, or learned ; 
but no man by them can ſhake off the yoke of 
lin. If a man had all the wealth of the world, 
he could not by it purchale this liberty ; it would 
be deſpiſed. And when ſinners go hence to the 
lace where the rich man was tormented, and 

ave nothing more to do with this world, — 
wo 


' 


ö 
' 
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would give it all, if they had it, for an intereſt in 
this liberty. B 

It is that which the law and all the duties of if ic 
cannot procure. The law and its duties, as wefſ 1 
have declared, can never deſtroy the dominion offff ; 
fin. All men will find the truth hereof, that ever of 
come to fall under the power of real conviction th 
When fin prefleth on them, and they are afraid wi 
of its conſequents, they will find, that the la. 


is weak, and the fleſh is weak, and their duties 


are weak, their reſolutions and vows are weak; lin 


all inſufficient to relieve them: And, if they think cal 
_ themſelves freed one day, they ſhall find the nen ian 


that they are under bondage; fin for all this willi cot 
rule over them with force and rigour. And in] ve: 
this condition do ſome ſpend all their days in this his 
world. They kindle ſparks of their own, andi the 
wall in the light of them, until they y 4owsn in TI 
darkneſs and ſorrow. They fin, and promiſe a-fſhig 
mendment, and endeavour recompences by ſome Th 
duties; yet can never extricate themſelves fromis, 
the yoke of fin. We may therefore learn thefſblo 
excellency of this privilege, firſt from its cauſes, ter 
whereof I ſhall mention ſome only. 

1/?, The meritorious procuring cauſe of this 
liberty is the death and blood of Jeſus Chriſt. So 
is it declared, x Pet. i. 18, 19. 1 Cor. vi. 20. Chap, 
vii. 23. Nothing elſe could purchaſe this freedom, 
Under the power and dominion of fin we were) ree 
and could not be delivered without a ranſom ſunt: 
Chriſt died and roſe, and lives again, that heſ lie 
might be our Lord, Rom. xiv. 9. and ſo deliverſſthat 
us from the power of all other lords whatever 2 
It is true, there was no ranſom due to fin or Sa. I flict 
tan, who was the author of it: They were toſthis 


be dethroned or deftroyed by an act of pawerJCbi 
Lit i 


Both Th: 
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Both the devil, and fin, which is his work, are 
of it to be deſtroyed, not appealed, Heb. ii. 14. 
well John iii. 8. But the ſtrength of fin is the Jaw, 
n off Cor. xv. 56. that is, thro” the righteous ſentence 
ever of God, we were held by the law obnoxious unto 
ion, the condemning power of fin. From that law 
raid we could not be delivered but by this price and 
lawYranſom. Two things hence follow: | 
wie} 1. Thoſe who live in fin, who willingly abide 
ak;Yin the ſervice of it, and endure its dominion, do 
inkYcaſt the utmoſt contempt on the wiſdom, love, 
nen nd grace of Chriſt, They deſpiſe that which 
willYlcoſt him ſo dear, They judge that he made a 
d in very fooliſh purchaſe of this liberty for us, with 
thisYhis deareſt blood. Whatever it be, they prefer 
andthe preſent ſatisfaction of their luſts before it. 
in This is the poiſon of unbelief. There is in it an 
high contempt of the wiſdom and love of Chriſt. 
me The language of mens hearts, that live in fin, 
romfJis, That the liberty which he purchaſed with his 
theiblood is not to be valued or elteemed. They flate 
ter him with their lips in the outward performance 
of ſome duties; but in their hearts they deſpiſe 
thighim, and the whole work of his mediation. 
So But the time is approaching wherein they will 
zap learn the difference between the ſlavery of fin, 
om and the liberty wherewith Chriſt makes believers 
erefifree. And this is that which is now tendered 
om unto ſinners in the diſpenſation of the goſpel ; 
hefllife and death are here ſet before you, chule life 
verſſthat ye may live for ever. | 
ver. 2. Let thoſe that are believers, in all their con- 
Fa- flicts with fin, live in the exerciſe of faith on 
toſ this purchaſe of liberty made by the blood of 
ver. Chriſt, For two things will hence enſue ; (1.) 
oth That they will have a mighty argument always in 
M readineſs 
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readineſs to oppole- unto the deceit and violence 
of fin. The ſoul will hereon ſay to itſelf, Shall 
I forego and part with that which Chriſt purcha- 
ſed for me at ſo dear a rate, by giving place to 
the ſolicitations of luſt or fin? Shall I eſp ile his 
purchaſe ? God forbid, See Rom. vi. 2. By ſuch 
arguings is the mind frequently preſerved from 
cloſing with the enticements and ſeductions of fin, 
(2.) It is an etfectual argument for faith to uſe in 
its pleading for deliverance from the power of ſin. 
We ask for nothing but what Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed for us. And, if this Plea be purſaed, it wil 
be prevalent. | 
24ly, The internal efficient cauſe of this liberty, 
or that whereby the power and rule of fin is de- 
ſtroyed in us, is the holy Spirit himſelf ; which 
farther evinceth the greatneſs of this mercy, 
Every act for the a of fin, is no le; 
immediately from him, than thoſe poſitive graces 
are, whereby we are ſanctified. It is thro* the 
Spirit that we mortify the deeds of the fleſh 
Rom. viii. 13. Where he is, there and there alone 
is liberty. All attempts for the mortification of 
ſin, without his eſpecial aids and operations, ar 
fruſtrate: And this manifelts the extent of the d 
minion of, ſin in the world. He alone by whom 
it can be deſtroyed, and all thoſe efficacious ope 
rations of his whereby it is ſo, are generally de 
ſpiſed: And they muſt live and die ſlaves unte 
lin, by whom they are ſo. Wherefore a great 
part of our wiſdom, for the attaining and pre 
ſerving this liberty, conſiſts in the acting of faith 
on that promiſe of our Saviour, that our heaven 
ty Fither will give the holy Spirit to them tha 
ask him of him, When fin in any inſtance, by 
any temptation, urgeth for power and rule in us 
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we are ready to turn in to ourſelves and our own 
reſolutions, which in their place are not to be ne- 
glected: But immediate cries unto God for ſuch 
ſupplies of his Spirit, as without which fin will 
not be ſubdued, we ſhall find our beſt relief. 
Bear it in mind, try it on the next occafion, and 
God will bleſs it with ſucceſs. | 
34%, The inſtrumental cauſe of this freedom is 
the duty of believers themſelves, in and for the 
deſtruction of ſin. And this alſo manifeſts the 


Importance of this privilege. This is one of the 


principal ends of all our religious duties; of pray- 
er, of faſting, of meditation, of watchfulneſs unto 
all other duties of obedience: they are all defign- 
ed to prevent and ruine the intereſt of fin in us. 
We are called into a theatre to figat and contend, 


Into a field to be tried in a warfare. Our enemy 


is this fin, which ſtrives and contends for the rule 
over us. This we are to reſiſt even unto blood, 


I that is, our outmoſt in doing and ſuffering. And 


certainly that is in itſelf and unto us of the high- 


Jeſt importance, which, on divine appointment 
and command, is the great end of the conſtant 


endeavours of our whole lives. 

Seconaly, It appears ſo to be from the conſide- 
ration of the bondage which we are delivered 
from thereby. Bondage is that which human na- 
ture is molt averſe from, until it be debaſed and 
debauched by ſenſual luſts. Men of ingenuous ſpi- 
rits have in all ages choſen rather to die than 
to be made ſlaves. But there is no ſuch bon- 


bf dage as that which is under the dominipn of 


ſin. To be under the power of baſe luſts, as co- 
vetouſneſs, uncleanneſs, drunkenneſs, ambition, 


pride and the like; to make proviſion to fulfil | 


2 their 
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their deſires in the wills of the mind and the fleſh, 
is the worſt of ſlavery. | 

But we may ſay what we pleaſe on this ſubject ; 
none think themfelves ſo free, none make ſuch an 
appearance of generous freeedom unto others, as 
hk who are avowed ſervants of fin. If thoſe 
are not freemen, who do what they pleaſe, and 
are for the moſt part approved in what they do, 
who puff at all their enemies, and ſcorn ſuch as 

uſillanimous ſlaves, who go not forth unto the 
— compaſs of excels with them; who ſhall ve 
eſteemed free? They plead with the Phariſees,that 
they are the only freemen, and were never in bon- 
dage to any. The lervile reſtraints of fear from 
divine judgment and future accounts they wholly 
deſpiſe. See the deſcription, Pſa. Ixxiii. 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Who 15 free, ſo joyous as ſuch 
perſons ! As for others, they are plagued all the 
day long, aud are chaſinea every morning, v. 14. 
yea, they go heavily and mournfully under the 
oppreſſion of this enemy, crying out continually 
ſor deliverance. 

But the truth inſiſted on is not at all impeached 
by this obſervation. It is a great part of the fla- 
very of ſuch perſons, that they know not them- 
{elves to be flaves, and boaſt that they are free. 
They are born in a ſtate of enmity againſt God, 
and bondage under ſin; and they like well of it, 
as all abject ſlaves do, under the worſt of tyrants; 
they know no better. But true liberty conſiſts 
in inward peace, tranquillity of mind, deſigns 
for and inclinations unto the beſt things, the moſt 
noble objects of our natural, rational ſouls, All 
theſe they are utter ſtrangers unto, who ſpend 
their lives in the ſervice of vile and baſe luſts, 


Envy not their gallantry, their g liſtering appear- 
| * 


* * 
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ances, their heaps of wealth and treaſures; they 
are in the whole vile and contemptible ſlaves. 
The apoſtle derermines their caſe, Rom. vi. 17. 
It is a matter of eternal thankfulneis unto God, 
= we are delivered from being the ſervants of 

n. 

Yea, it is an evidence of grace, of a good frame 
of ſpirit, when a ſoul is made really ſenſible of 
the excellency of this freedom; when it fo finds 
the power and intereſt of fin to be weakned, as 
that it can rejoice in it, and be thankiul to God 
for it, Rozp. vii. 25. 

Thiraly, It is fo, with reſpe& unto the end 
of this bondage, or what it brings men unto. If 
after all the baſe drudgery which ſinful men are 
put unto in the fervice of their lults, if after all 
the conflicts which their conſciences put them on 
with fears and terrors in the world, they could 
expect any thing of a future reward hereaſter, 
ſomething might be ſpoke to alleviate their preſent 
miſery : Bur the ages of fin is death; eternal 
death, under the wrath of the great God, is all 
they are to look for. The end of the dominion 
of fin is to give them up unto the curſe of the 
law, and power cf the devil for evermore. 

Fourt hay, It keeps men oft from the participa- 
tion of all real good here and hereafter. What 
men under the power of fin do enjoy, will quick- 


II appear to be as a thing of nought. In the mean 


time, they have not the leaſt rafte of the love of 
God, which alone takes out the poiſon of their 
enjoyments : They have not the leaſt view of the 
glory of Chriſt, wv ithout which they live in per- 
petual darkneſs, like thoſe who never behold the 


| light nor ſun: They have no experience of the 


ſweetneſs and excellency of the gracious —_— 
| | 0 


ting with the 
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of life, and ſtrength, and comfort from the holy 
Ghoſt; nor of that ſatisfaction and reward which 
is in holy obedience; nor ſhall ever come to the 
enjoyment of God. All theſe things, and ſundry 
others of the like ſort, might be inſiſted on and 
inlarged, to manifeſt the greatneſs of the mercy 
and privilege which in is a freedom from the do- 
minion of fin, as it is here propoſed by the a- 
Poſtle: But the principal deſign I intended is ac- 
compliſhed, and I do but touch on theſe things. 

I ſhall add one obſervation more, and with it 
put a cloſe to this diſcourſe. 

OY IL. It is the great Intereſt of a ſoul, confli- 
wer of fin, to ſecure itſelf againſt 
its dominion; that it is not under its dominion; not 
to have the cauſe hang dubious in the mind. To 
clear the truth hereof, we may obſerve the things 
that follow. | 

1ſt, The conflict with fin, making continual re- 


pentance and mortification abſolutely neceſſary, will 


continue in us whilſt we are in this world. Pre- 
tences of perfection here, are contrary to the ſcrip- 
tures, concrary to the univerſal experience of all 
believers, and contrary to the ſenſe and conſcience 
of them by whom they are pleaded, as they make 
it evident every day, We pray againſt it, ſtrive 
againſt it, grone for deliverance from it, and that, 


- by the grace of Chriſt healing our nature, not 


without ſucceſs, Howbeit this ſucceſs extends not 
unto its abſolute abolition . whilſt we are in this 
world; it will abide in us until the union of the 
foul and body, wherein it hath incorporated itſelf, 
be diſſolved, This is our lot and portion; this is 
the conſequent of our apoſtaſy from God, and the 
depravation of our nature thereby. 


You will ſay then, Whereto ſerves the golpe] 
an 


— — — 
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and the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in this 
caſe, if it be not able to give us deliverence here- 
in? I anſwer, it doth give us a fourfold relief, 
which amounts virtually to a conſtant deliverance, 


tho? ſin will abide in us whilſt we are in this world. 


1. It is ſo ordered, that the continuance of fin 
in us ſhall be the ground, reaſon and occaſion of 
the exerciſe of all grace, and putting a luſtre on 
our obedience. Some excellent graces, as repen- 
pentance and mortification, could have no exerciſe 
if it were otherwiſe. And, whilft we are in this 
world, there is a beauty in them, that is an over- 
balance for the evil of the remainders of fin: And 
the difficulty which is hereby put on our obedi- 
ence, calling continually for the exerciſe and im- 
provement of all grace, renders it the more valu- 
able. Herein lies the ſpring of humility, and ſelf- 
reſignation to the will of God, This makes us 
love and long for the enjoyment of Chriſt, put- 
ting an excellency on his mediation ; whence the 
apoſtle, on the conſideration of it, falls into that 
ejaculation; 1 thank God through Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lora, Rom. vii. 25. This {weetens unto us our 
future reſt and reward. Wherefore the continu- 
ance of us in this {tate and condition in this world, 
a {tate of ſpiritual warfare, is beſt for us, and high- 
ly ſuited unto divine wiſdom, conſidering the of- 
Go and care of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for our re- 
lief. Let us not complain, or repine, or faint, but 


go on with chriſtian fortitude unto the end, and 


we ſhall have ſucceſs : For, | 
2. There are, by the grace of Chriſt, ſuch ſup- 
— and aids of ſpiritual ſtrength granted unto 


elievers, that ſin ſhall never proceed further in 


them than is uſeful and needful for the exerciſe of 


their graces. It ſhall never have its will upon 


them 


| 
' 
| 
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them, nor dominion over them, as we have be- 
fore declared, : 

3. There is mercy adminiſtred in and by the 
goſpel, tor the pardon of all that is evil in itſelf, or , 
in any of its effects. There is no condemnation | ;| 
unto them that are in Chriſt Feſus. Pardoning u 
mercy, according to the tenor of the covenant, Ia 
doth always diſarm this fin in believers of its con- NA. 
demning power. So that, notwithſtanding the I c, 
the utmoit endeavours of it, being juſtified by Þ « 
faith, they kave peace with God | 

4. There is a ſeaſon, when by the grace of Iba 
Chriſt it ſhall be utterly aboliſhed ; namely, at 
death, when the courſe of our obedience is fini- £(;;}: 
ſhed, Wherefore to affirm that this fin, and con- 45. 
ſequently a conflict with it, doth abide in believers | . 
whilſt they are in this world, is no diſparagement Nuit 
unto the grace of Chriſt, which gives ſuch a bleſ. I. 
ſed deliverance from it. 4 

24ly, There is a double conflict with and againſt IU 
fin. The one is in thoſe that are unregenerate, . 
conſiſting in the rebellion of light and conſcience N 
againſt the rule of fin, in many particular inſtan- Ne 
ces. For altho? ſin be enthroned in the will and . 
aſtections, yet the knowledge of good and evil Ning 
in the mind, excited by the hopes and fears of | 7; 
things eternal, will make head againſt it, as unto hoy 
the performance of ſundry duties, and abſtinence D rer 
from ſin. This conflict may be where ſio is in Nigg 
the throne ; and many deceive themſelves, ſuppo- I h 
ſing it may be from the rule of grace, when it is 
only from the rebellion of light, and the charge of f e 
a conſcience yet unſeared. But there is a conflict fins, 
with fin where grace hath the rule and is enthro- Nie. 
ned: For, although grace have the ſovereigoty ere 
in the mind and heart, yet the remainders of 2 TY 
. eſpe⸗ 


eſpecially in the 2 attections, will be corti- 
nu2lly rebelling againſt it. Now, this we ſay is 
the interelt of all, namely, to enquire of what lort 
and kind that conflict with fin is, which is in 
them; if it be of the firſt ſort, they may yet be 
under the dominion of ſin; if of the latter, they 
arc freed from it. Wherefore, whilſt the mind is 
dubious in this caſe and undetermined, many evil 
conlequences it will be perplexed withal. I ſhall 
name lome of them, 

r. Such a ſoul can have no ſolid peace, becauſe it 
bath not ſatisfaction what ſtate it doth belong unto. 

2, It cannot receive refreſhment by goſpel-con- 
ſolations in any condition; for its juſt fears of the 
dominion of fin will defeat them all. 

3. It will be dead and formal in all its duties, 
without ſpiritual courage and delight; which will 
at length make it weary of them. So, 


4. All grace, eſpecially faich, will be weakned 


and impaired under this frame continually, 

5. Fear of death will hold the ſou! in bondage: 
V herefore it is highly neteſſary to have this caſe 

ell ſtated and determined in our minds; where- 
o if the foregoing diſcourſes may contribute any 
aing, it is what was deſigned in them. 

There remains only to give ſome few directions, 
ow the prevalency of fin unto ſuch a degree, as 


o render the caſe about its rule dubious in the 


hind, may be obviated and prevented. Some few 
che many that might be given, I ſhall propoſe. 
4, The great rule of preventing the increaſe and 
er of, vitious habits, is, Watch againſt begin- 
ings. Sin" doth not attempt domimon but in 
art icular inſtances, by one eſpecial Juſt or another. 
Vherefore, if any fin or corrupt luſt begin 
| 't were to ſer _ a peculiar predomi- 
L * 
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nancy, or interelt in the mind aud affections; it it 
be not entertained with ſevere mortification, it 
will ruine the peace, if not endafiger the ſafety of 
the ſoul. And, when this is ſo, it may eaſily be 
diſcovered by any one who Keepeth a diligent 
watch over his heart and ways: For no ſin doth 
ſo entirely advance itlelf in the mind and affections, 
but it is promoted therein either by mens natura 
inclinations, or by their circumſtances in occaſions 
of life, or by ſome temptation which they have 
expoſed themſelves unto, or by ſome ſuch negic& 
wherein the frequency of acts have ſtrengthned 


vitious inclinations. But theſe things may be eafi- 


ly diſcerned by thoſe who are in any meaſure 2 
wake unto their ſoul's concernments. 


The ſtrict charge given us by our Lord Jelus 


Chriſt to arch, and that of the wiſe man, abort: 
all keepings to 2 our heart, have eſpeci 
regard untc thole beginnings of ſin's obtainin; 
power in us. So ſoon as a diſcovery is made of it 
coincidence or con junction with any of thoſe wa! 
of the promotion of its power, if it be not oppc 
ſed with ſevere and diligent mortification, it wi 
proceed in the method declared, James i. 14, 13 

Thoſe who would be wiſe, muſt familiarize wil 
dom unto their minds, by a continual free conver! 
with it. They muſt /ay unto wildom, T hon 4 
my ſiſter, and call underſtanding, thy kinſworia! 
Prov. vii. 4. So will wiſdom have power in an 
over their minds. And if we utter fin, by an 
of the advantages mentioned, to familiarize it: 
into our minds; if we ſay not unto it, Ger h 
bence, upon the firſt appearance of its activity ft 

pou er in us, it will put hard for the throne. 

2. Carefully enquire and try whether ſuch thin 


which you may do, or approve of in N 


— 


— — ¶ ͤ—Pœ̈b 


of Sin and Grace, 9x 
do not promote the power of fin, and help on its 
rule in you. This method David preſcribes, Pſa. 
xix. I2. Secret ſins, ſuch as are not known to be 
fins, it may be to ourſelves, make way for thoſe 
that are preſumpttious. Thus pride may ſeem to 
de nothing but a frame of mind belonging unto 
our wealth and dignity, or our parts and abilities ; 
ſenſuality may ſeem to be but a lawful participation 
of the good things of this life; paſſion and pee- 
viſhnefs but a due ſenſe of the want of that reſpect 
which we ſuppoſe due unto us; covetouſnels a 
neceſſary care of ourſelves and our families. If the 
cds of fin are covered with ſuch pretences, they 
will in time ſpring up and bear bitter fruit in the 
minds and lives of men. And the beginnings of 
all apoſtaſy, both in religion and morality, ly in 
ſuch pretences. Men plead they can do fo and fo 
2 until they can do things openly unlaw ful. 

3. Keep your hearts always tender under the 
word. This is the true and only ſtate of incon- 
ſiſtency with, and repugnancy to the rule of fin; 
he loſs hereof, or a decay herein, is that which 
hath opened the flood-gates of fin amongſt us. 
Where this frame is, a cor:{cientious fear of finning 
will always prevail in the foul; where it is loſt, 
men will be bold in all forts of follies. And, that 
this frame may be preſerved, it is required, (2.) 
That we caſt out all vicious habits J mind that 
are contrary unto it, James i. 21. (2.) That we 
preſerve an experience of its power and efficacy 
on our ſouls, 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3. (3. That we lay 
aſide all prejudices againſt thoſe that diſpenſe it, 
Gal. iv. 16. (4) To keep the heart always hum. © 
ble, in which frame alone it is teachable, P/al. xxkv. 
Every thing in the preaching of the word comes 


crols and unpleaſing to the minds of proud mem 


(5) 
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(F.) Pray for a blefling on the miniſtry, hic! 
the beit preparation for receiving benefit by it. 

4. Abhor that peace of mind which is c 
ſiſtent with any known fin. Men may have j:-. 
quent ſurprizals into known uns ; but if, Wb. 
it is {0 with them, they refuſe all inward peace 
but what comes in by mait fervent and fivcer 
deiires of deiiverance from them, and repentan- 
for them, they may be laſe irom the dom nion 
fin. But if.men can on any hopes, or preſum 
tions, or reſolutions, preſerve à kind of peace 
their minds, woilſt they live in any known 4: 
they art nigh the borders df that lecuriry, win 
is the territory wherein ſin doth reign, 

5, Make continual applications unto the Lo: 
Chriſt in all che acts of his mediation for «| 
ruin of fin, eſpecially nen it attempts a qar 
nion in us, Heb. iv. 16. This is the life and Io 
oc all directions in this caſe, which needs not he: 
to be enlarged pn; it is frequently ſpoken. unt 

Zaſiiy, Remember, that a due ſenſe of deliv-- 
rance fron the dominion of fin, is the moſt - 
ſectual motive uuto univerſal obedience and ho 
nei; as luch it is propoled and managed by tl 
apoſtle, Rom. vi, 1 
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